
Key Terms

Democracy A type of government where there are multiple parties and those in charge are 
chosen by the general public through elections.

Dictatorship A type of government where there is one person (or a small group of people) with 
absolute power over the country.

Anti Semitism Prejudice or discrimination against Jews.

Armistice Agreement to stop fighting.

Treaty A written peace agreement between countries.

Indoctrination Teaching a particular belief with the aim that they will reject other beliefs.

Propaganda Information, usually of a biased/misleading nature, used to promote a political 
cause or point of view.

Communist A type of politics that focuses on  creating a society where no one own anything, 
but everyone shares.

Revolution A very big and sudden change, often to a country's government.

Hyperinflation Inflation that is "out of control," when prices increase very fast as money loses its 
value.

Economic 
Depression

A long period of time in which the economy of a country is not working well. It is 
usually marked by a large number of people being without jobs.

Weimar 
Republic

The government of Germany from 1919 to 1933

Key Dates

9th Nov 1918 Abdication (stepping down) of the Kaiser (Germany King)

11th Nov 1918 The Armistice is signed, ending WWI.

28th June 1919 Treaty of Versailles is signed

1921 Hitler becomes leader of the Nazi Party

1921-23 Hyperinflation occurs in Germany, as they printed more money to help pay 
off reparations.

April 1924 Dawes Plan - The US bank loaned Germany $25 billion between 1924 - 1930.

July 1926 Hitler Youth set up.

October 1929 The Wall Street Crash lead to an economic depression across the world.

January 1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany
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Kaiser Wilhelm II 
(German King until 
1918)

David Lloyd George –
UK Prime Minister 
during WWI

Vladimir Lenin –
leader of the USSR

Neville Chamberlain 
– UK Prime Minster 
before Churchill

Winston Churchill –
UK Prime Minister 
during WWII

Adolf Hitler –
German Chancellor 
and Fuhrer

What were the conditions of the Treaty of Versailles? (LAMB)

Land Altogether Germany lost 10% of its population, 13% of its 
European territory, all of its overseas property and 
investments and 50% of its iron and 15% of its coal reserves.

Army The German army was limited to just 100,000 men, with no 
heavy artillery and could only be used in Germany. The navy 
was limited to 6 battleships, 6 cruisers, 12 destroyers and 12 
torpedo boats. No submarines were allowed. 

Money In 1921, reparations (compensation payments to the Allies) 
were eventually fixed at 136,000 million marks (£6.6 billion)

Blame Article 231 of the treaty stated that Germany had caused the 
war. Germany did not agree - they thought other countries 
should also take some blame.

Why did the Nazi’s popularity increase?

Role of 
Hitler

Hitler was a charismatic leader who attracted 
large support from various sections of society. 
His speaking (orator) skills and his modern 
dynamic approach to campaigning won over 
voters.

Propaganda Josef Goebbels, who was the Head of 
Propaganda for the Nazi Party was able produce 
persuasive and deceptive information to 
persuade people to support the Nazis.

Violence –
SA

The Nazis intimidated voters and suppressed 
other political parties using the force of the SA 
who was a paramilitary (like a military) wing of 
the Nazi Party. The SA also provided work for the 
large number unemployed.

Great 
Depression

The Great Depression saw people lose faith in 
the moderate parties as they failed to solve the 
issues created. The Nazi Party offered people 
hope by promising bread and work.

Anti-
Semitism

Jews were often portrayed as sub-human, or as a 
threat to both the racial purity and economic 
future of the country.

Fear of 

Communism 

and support 

of wealthy 

businessmen

Wealthy businessmen: were frightened 
communists would take their wealth away and 
did not want to see any more increase in support 
for them. To combat this, they began to give 
money to Hitler and the Nazis, hoping they 
would gain more seats – not the communists.

British Politics

The end of the war saw a significant change in voting with all men over 21 
allowed to vote for the first time and women over 28. Enfranchisement (ability 
to vote) was extended to all people over 21 in 1928.

During the interwar years, the most successful political party was the 
Conservative Party who governed for the majority of the 1920s and 1930s. The 
Liberal lost the 1922 Election and became the third party in the UK falling 
behind Labour for the first time. 

Chamberlain became PM in 1935 and undertook an appeasement policy to 
Hitler as he gradually challenged the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Chamberlain replaced by Churchill in 1940 as his health deteriorated. By some 
he is criticised for appeasing Hitler and some see him as a sensible figure for 
buying Britain more time to rearm as Britain was not ready for war before 1939.


