
History Knowledge Organiser Year 9 Half Term 2
World War One

Key Terms

Militarism Building up of armed forces and navy

Alliance A group of countries who agree to 
support each other when needed

Imperialism The desire to take over and conquer 
other countries

Nationalism The belief that your country is better 
than anyone else’s

Trench Warfare A type of combat where opposing troops 
fight each other from trenches

Triple Entente The alliance of Britain, France and Russia

Triple Alliance The alliance of Germany, Italy and 
Austria-Hungary

Propaganda Information used to promote a political 
viewpoint

Conscription Compulsory enlistment to the armed 
forces (people had to join up)

Patriotism A love of one’s country

Conscientious 
objectors

a person who for reasons of conscience 
refuses to serve in the armed forces.

Stalemate A situation where either side are not able 
to make any progress or win Joining up and COs:

-Britain had a volunteer army in 1914 and used propaganda to encourage men to 
join up.
-Pals Battalions encouraged men to join as these were battalions of men from the 
same town/city. People were fighting alongside people they knew.
-1916 conscription was introduced as there were not enough volunteers joining.
-there were also 2.5 million men from Britain’s colonies who fought for Britain 
during WW1, from places such as India, Canada, Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand.

Trench Warfare:
-soldiers spent most of their time in the trenches they 
dug to protect themselves- see diagram.
-trenches were infested with rats which fed on rotting 
food and corpses and lice (which led to many suffering 
from trench fever)
-weapons included machine guns, rifles, artillery and 
poison gas.
-as well as serious injuries from weapons many men 
also suffered with illnesses such as trench foot, trench 
fever as shell shock as a result of the conditions.

Medicine:
-war leads to medical advancements because of new weaponry and 
the injuries they cause. 
-governments spend lots of money developing medicine so that 
their injured soldiers can return to fighting as soon as possible.
-developments were made in the following areas: X-rays were used 
more widely, new methods of infection prevention, wide-use of 
blood transfusions.

Medicine
Thomas Splint – helped with broken legs, death rate from 80% down to 20%
Blood transfusions – Geoffrey Keynes discovered how to store it, saving more lives
Mobile X Rays – big targets, slow to work and easily broke, but help to see 
shrapnel or broken bones
Plastic surgery – pioneered by Harold Gillies to improve quality of life 
Brain surgery – Harvey Cushing pioneered this with the use of a magnet to extract 
shrapnel
Wound care – Debridement/Carrel-Dakin/Amputation – all of these tried to stem 
the spread of infection in limbs and became increasingly painful/extreme to 
perform on a soldier  

The Somme - 1916

The Plan Britain bombed the German frontlines continuously for 7 days prior to the Somme offensive. They hoped this would annihilate the 
German soldiers  and thus the British army would just be able to walk over and take the German trenches with no resistance. 

The Man This was planned by Field Marshal Douglas Haig. He is seen as a Hero and a complete monster depending on different interpretations 
as he created the plan at the Somme, that cause huge losses, but eventually Haig did oversee Britain’s win against Germany. 

The events In reality the Germans had much stronger and deeper trenches, so simply withdrew, waited and were relatively unharmed despite this 
huge bombardment. Thus they were able to return once the bombs stopped, ready to fight. 

The Aftermath 60,000 British troops became casualties on the 1st July 1916, the first day of the battle and the worst in single day in British military 
history. Of these 20,000 were deaths. 


