
The French Revolution (1789-1794)
Year 8 – Half Term 4: Knowledge Organiser

Week One: Ancien Regime

Week Two: Causes of the French Revolution

Week Three: Did France become a Fairer Society?

Week Five: Robespierre – Hero or Villain

Week Four: Timeline of the Execution of Louis XVI

A lot of social change occurred due to the Revolution. 
The most important document was the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789). Changes included 
the abolition of feudalism, stripping of nobles rights & 
privileges, freedom of press/speech, and civil marriage 
& divorce was allowed. Some criticised it not going far 
enough with only active male citizens allowed to vote 
and slavery was still allowed.

Social

Religion

The church’s lands were sold by the state to pay off 
debt, priests had to swear and oath of loyalty to the 
state and were paid by it. The National Assembly also 
abolished the tithe (church tax).

Economic

The metric system was introduced meaning the same 
weights and measurements were used across France. A 
new fairer tax system was introduced along with a 
paper currency called assignats – however, excessive 
printing of money (1.5bn) led to inflation and it the 
poorest hard as it lost value.

Political

From 1791, there was an elected Assembly to pass, it 
was elected every two years by active male citizens 
(people who paid more than the minimum tax). The 
King’s title was changed to the ‘King of the French’ 
rather than the ‘King of France’. The Revolution 
believed in democracy with deputes, judges, priests, 
and tax collectors all elected.

Liberté |  Egalité |  Fraternité

• June 1791 – Louis attempted to flee France in, to gain support for a 
counter-revolution in Austria, he was eventually caught in Varennes.

• September 1791 – Louis is forced to agree to a new constitution 
which reduced him to a Constitutional Monarch (like the Queen is in 
the UK).

• April 1792 – France declares war on Austria due to their support of a 
counter-revolution. The war goes badly and Louis and his ministers 
are blamed, as many believe he wants Austria to regain power.

• August 1792 – National Guard arrest Louis in the King’s Palace.
• 21st September 1792 – France becomes a Republic on the and Louis 

stripped of his title. 
• September Massacre – mobs kill arrested nobles and clergymen as 

they fear they will support a counter-revolution. 
• 22nd September 1792 – Louis is put on trial on the and is found 

guilty of all 33 charges (including treason, attempting to flee) by all 
693 delegates. The court then voted on what to do with the King 
and 374-321 voted in favour of the death penalty over prison. 

• 21st January 1793 – Louis XVI is executed.

The era prior to the French Revolution 
was know as the Ancien Regime. 
During this period all the power was 
with the King and society was divided 
into three estates. The 1st and 2nd

Estate paid no tax and were very 
wealthy despite only making up 2% of 
the population. The 2% controlled 
35% of the land. The Third Estate was 
made up of a variety of groups 
including the emerging Middle Class 
who were unhappy with the 
unfairness of the system and lack of 
representation.

Hero Interpretation
• Pre-revolution: he worked as a lawyer to 

help the poor.
• Upheld the principles of the Revolution –

liberty, equality, and fraternity.
• Supported the abolition of Slavery.
• Helped defend the Revolution against 

counter-revolutionaries. 
• His nickname was the ‘incorruptible’.
• Was an excellent leader and commander –

helping France win the war against Austria.

Villain Interpretation
• He was the main instigator during the reign 

of Terror between 1793-94. Which saw 
over 17,000 people executed, often with no 
evidence and little reason.

• He became dictatorial as leader of the 
Committee of Public Safety – he had 
members on the committee executed if 
they opposed him.

• He was paranoid and irrational and believed 
everyone was a threat to the Revolution.

Social

Intellectual

Political

Economic

• France’s weak economy led to high unemployment.
• Poor harvests between 1787-89 led to food prices rising. Bread cost 

75% of wages for the Third Estate.
• Growth of the Middle Class saw the demand for representation.
• Resentment of the nobility and clergy for paying no tax. 

• France supported the US in their Revolution. Soldiers returning to 
France wanted the same ideals back home. Inspiring change.

• The power of religion was decreasing – writers such as Rousseau 
challenged the Divine Right of the King.

• Science & reason became more common during the Enlightenment.

• Louis sacked his only non-noble minister Necker for supporting change.
• Louis tried to crackdown on the new National Assembly.
• Louis called the Estate-General in 1788 to raise taxes – an unfair system.
• Louis was an absolute monarch with complete power.
• Louis surrounded Paris with 20k troops on the 13th July.

• France was bankrupt – 4bn debt and an income of just 600m per year.
• France supported the several wars against the UK costing them millions, 

the US Revolution cost France 1.5bn.
• France’s tax system was inadequate and unfair.


