
Causes:

Money

● Charles had a lavish lifestyle and was running out of 

money, he was bankrupt.

● He wanted to raise taxes without consulting 

Parliament

● He raised Ship Tax without the support of Parliament. 

Not to spend on building ships but on himself!

Religion

● Charles married a Catholic in 1625, Henrietta Maria of 

France. The protestants didn’t like this.

● Charles forced the Scottish Church to look more 

Catholic. He introduced a new prayer book in 1637. 

This didn’t go down well with the Protestants and 

Puritans who were worried that Charles would make 

the country Catholic again.

● Charlies allied Protestant England with Catholic 

Spain.

Power

● Charles believed in Divine Right, he did not want 

Parliament telling him what to do.

● In 1628 Charles called Parliament together and it 

forced Charles to sign the PETITION OF RIGHT This 

meant money could never be raised by a King without 

Parliament’s support. Charles agreed and then in 

1629 sent Parliament home again.

● In 1640 Charles lost a war against the Scottish which 

made him look weak.

● In 1642 Charles took control of the army without 

Parliament’s permission to do so.

James I King of England and Scotland from 1603-1625

Charles I Ruled from 1625-1649

Henrietta 
Maria

Daughter of Henri IV of France, Catholic, married Charles I

Key Words

Civil War A war between different groups within the same country

Divine Right 
of Kings

A belief that the monarch was chosen by God, that their power 
and authority came from God and that they only had to answer to 
God.

Puritans Strict Puritans who thought the Church of England had not gone 
far enough in removing popish elements; they wanted a purified 
church.

Ship money A tax traditionally only paid by coastal towns in times of war, to 
pay for the navy. Charles introduced this tax during peace and 
cross the country.

Cavaliers The nickname given to the Royalists, who fought for the king.

Roundheads The nickname given to those who fought for Parliament.

Regicide Literally means ‘king-killers’. The name given to those who signed 
Charles’ death warrant.
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