
Year 7 History: Knowledge Organiser – Tudors, Stuarts and the Religious Rollercoaster

Roman Catholic Branch of Christianity followed by England before Henry VIII.

Protestant Branch of Christianity that emerged in Europe in 16th century.

Latin Ancient language that the Bible was written in.

Puritan A strict Protestant

Vestment Robes worn by priests.

Purgatory Catholics believe this exists between heaven and hell.

Indulgences Money paid to a Catholic priest in order to pray for their/another’s  soul.

Homework 3:

Henry VIII The second Tudor monarch. He started the Reformation of the church and created the 
Protestant ‘Church of England’.

The Pope The head of the Roman Catholic church. Very powerful. God’s messenger on Earth 
and can excommunicate.

Excommunicate To ban someone from the religion, which also means they will go to hell.

Heir The next in line for the throne. Usually male.

Martin Luther A German Monk that criticised the Catholic Church in 1517.

Reformation A huge change – in this case, the English Reformation was when England changed 
from Catholic to Protestant.

Monasteries Large Catholic buildings or abbeys where monks lived and worked.

Homework 1: Why was religion so important?
• Scared of hell and wanted to please God and do as their priest instructed.
• Church was powerful, charged tithes, had their own court system, owned land.
• Source of education. Bible was in Latin so needed priest to read it.
• Going to church was part of every day life. Events and celebrations.
• Not much scientific explanation – turned to religion for answers.

Homework 4: Why did Henry VIII start the English Reformation?
Henry’s first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was a Catholic, Spanish princess. They had one daughter 
together, Mary, but the king wanted a male heir and Catherine was too old for more children. He 
asked the Pope for a divorce but he refused. Henry also needed money to pay off debts and for a war 
with France. He created a new Protestant religion called the Church of England and made himself its 
leader. He granted himself a divorce and married Ann Boleyn, a Protestant. He closed down all the 
monasteries and took the riches and wealth for himself.

Homework 2:

Homework 5: The Religious Rollercoaster
• Henry VIII made England a Protestant country, but made few 

changes to the way people worshipped.
• Edward VI was a Puritan, and made many drastic changes, such as 

allowing priests to marry, and creating a new English Prayer Book.
• His sister Mary I was a devout Catholic and changed everything 

back again. She earned the nickname ‘Bloody Mary’ by having 
Protestants executed. 

• Elizabeth I was brought up as a Protestant but wanted to resolve 
conflict between the two religions, so she compromised and 
found a ‘middle way’, 

Homework 6: The Gunpowder Plot

Who? A group of Catholics including Guy Fawkes, Robert Catesby, Thomas Winter, Thomas Percy 
and John Wright.

What? Plotted to kill the King of England, James I, by blowing up Parliament

Where? A cellar under the House of Lords (Houses of Parliament)

When? 5th November 1605. this was the State Opening Day, when the King. Lords and Commons 
would all be present in the Lords Chamber to open Parliament

Why? This group of Catholics felt the government was treating Catholics unfairly. They hop[ed that 
James would change the laws but he didn’t. Catholics had to practise their religion in secret. 
There were fines for people who didn’t attend Protestant Church on Sundays. James passed 
even more laws against Catholics when he became king. These Catholics wanted to get rid 
of the anti-Catholic king and replace him with a Catholic monarch.


