
Year 7 – Monarchy and Power Knowledge Organiser

Key terms Definitions

Monarchy A monarchy is a form of government that has a single person 
known as a monarch at its head. They are usually titled King 
or Queen. 

Autocracy A form of government in which the political power is held by 
one person who can control most or all aspects of people's 
lives.

Magna Carta A document setting out people’s rights; the barons made 
King John sign it in 1215

Democracy A system where people are able to decide how their country 
or community is run. Usually by electing leaders. 

Excommunica
ted

When someone has been officially excluded from the 
Christian Church

Taxation Money that people are expected to pay to the government 
or king; in medieval times this was used to pay for the 
monarch’s lifestyle, as well as armies and weapons. 

Baron A landowner 

Rebellion A violent protest, often with the aim of removing and 
replacing a country’s leaders. 

Peasant A poor person of low social status who works on the land. 

Archbishop of 
Canterbury

During the medieval period the King was not the head of the 
church. The Archbishop of Canterbury was the leading 
churchman at this time. 

The Feudal System 

Feudalism is a way of looking at how society was organised in medieval times. Everyone in England, apart from the king, was a tenant. The king was at the

top of society, and gave large areas of land to noblemen, including the clergy, lords and barons, in return for them raising him money and an army.

The nobility were below the king in the hierarchy. This included the clergy, barons, and lords and ladies. They would distribute some of their land to knights,

who would raise an army to fight for the king when needed. Noblemen would also let peasants live and work on the land, in return for taxes and food. The

nobility became wealthy from rent raised from peasants they let farm on the land.Peasants were the largest and lowest group in medieval society, making

up over 90% of the population. Peasants had very few rights and little power on their own.

King John (1199-1216)
Brother of the popular King Richard I, who died shortly after his return
from the 3rd Crusade. John was suspicious and had rebelled against both
his father and brother. John inherited the cost of his brother’s costly
wars, but was a cruel and incompetent king.

The Road to the Magna Carta
The barons were angry with John and no compromise could be agreed. The barons issued a royal charter of demands which John was forced to accept on the field of 
Runnymede on 15th June 1215. This became known as the MAGNA CARTA. 
Some of the key terms of this were: 
• It promised the protection of church rights
• Protection from illegal imprisonments 
• All people were to be tried by jury. 
• New taxation only with the consent of the barons 
The charter defined that a formal relationship should exist between the monarch and barons. The king was now subject to the law. These were radical ideas!

Consequences of the Magna Carta

The power of the king was permanently damaged, and no king

of England ever had ‘unrestricted’ power again. It was the

beginning of democracy and formed the basis of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights (1948).

Medieval monks portrayed King John as an evil monster because
he tried to control the church and fell out with the Pope!
Modern historians portray him as an energetic king who tried to
increase his power in difficult circumstances.

King Henry II and Thomas Becket are best friends. 

Henry makes Becket Chancellor of England. A very important 
position managing the King’s money, wrote important documents 
and  took charge of the country when Henry was away 

Henry makes Becket the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Becket and Henry quarrel over the issue of Church Courts.

Becket runs away to France after he and Henry continue to quarrel. 

Becket excommunicates three Bishops who have helped Henry in 
his absence.
Henry wants to be rid of Becket he is heard saying “is there no one 
who will rid me of this turbulent priest?

Becket is murdered in Canterbury Cathedral by four knights. 

Henry is horrified by Becket’s murder and feels he will get the 
blame. Henry apologises to the Pope and walks the streets of 
Canterbury barefoot, he prayed at Becket’s tomb whilst he was 
whipped by monks and slept on the floor, right where Becket was 
murdered. The Pope forgave Henry. The four knights were sent on 
a pilgrimage to the Holy land, they did not survive. 

King Henry II (1133-1189
Henry was crowned King of England in 1154. Henry 
strengthened royal administration but suffered from quarrels 
with Thomas Becket and his own family.

Thomas Becket (1119 -1170)
Thomas Becket and Henry had been close friends for many years and
Henry had appointed Becket as his Chancellor. When the previous
Archbishop died, Becket was Henry’s preferred choice for his
replacement alongside his role as Chancellor. Henry was confident that
Becket would do what he wanted him to and support him in running the
country.


