
Year 7 Half Term 2- Norman England Knowledge Organiser

Key terms Definitions

Succession To inherit a title (e.g. the title of King)

Succession 
crisis

a situation where it is not clear who will inherit the title of King.

Anglo-Saxons Tribes from parts of Denmark, Sweden and Northern Europe that settled in 
England after the Romans left.

Normans Refers to people from Normandy in northern France

The Witan The King’s council of advisors. Made up of nobles who advised the king and 
chose the next in line to the throne when there was no heir

Heir The next in line to the throne

Claimant Someone who believes they have the right (claim) to be the next king.

Cavalry Soldiers who fought on horseback. William of Normandy had these at the 
Battle of Hastings

Archers Soldiers whose main choice of weapon was a bow and arrow

Key Events of 1066
•4th January 1066 Edward the Confessor dies with no heir
•6th January 1066 Harold Godwinson crowned King
•July 1066 Harold prepares his army on the south coast for a Norman invasion
•September 1066 Harald Hardraada and Vikings invade England in the North
•20th September Battle of Fulford Gate – Vikings defeat Morcar and an English 
army
•21st September Harold marches North
•25th September Battle of Stamford Bridge – Harold defeats Harald Hardaada– 
English victory.
•27th September William sets sail for England
•28th September William lands at pevensey Bay, England
•29th September William occupies Hastings
•6th October Harold arrives back in London
•14th October Battle of Hastings – Norman victory. Harold Godwinson is killed.
•25th December 1066 William the Conqueror is crowned King of England

Potential heirs to the English throne in 1066: Who should become king?

 

  

Harald Hardrada

Viking King of Norway 
Hardrada’s family had ruled 
Britain before, so he felt the 
crown belonged to him. Most 
feared warrior in Europe 
–Hardrada means ‘hard ruler’ 
and his nickname was ‘the 
Ruthless’. Harald was 
supported by Tostig, Harold 
Godwinson’s brother who 
wanted revenge. 

Harold Godwinson

Anglo-Saxon. Earl of 
Wessex, one of the 
most powerful men in 
England 
Harold’s sister was 
married to King Edward. 
Harold was a brave and 
respected solder with a 
tough streak. 
The Witan, wanted 
Harold to be the next 
king. 

 William of Normandy  

Duke of Normandy, France. 
William came from a fighting 
family. He was a brave solider. 
He was Edward’s cousin. 
Edward had lived in Normandy 
from 1016-1042. Edward had 
supposedly promised that 
William should become King of 
England

 Edgar the Aethling

King Edward the 
Confessor’s great 
nephew.
Edgar was only 15 when 
Edward the Confessor 
died so he had little in 
terms of experience or 
support.

Why did William win the battle of Hastings?
• William was a very brave leader.
• Harold had lots of bad luck- Harold had fought at Stamford Bridge and was not expecting William 

to launch his invasion this late in the year. Harold’s conscripted soldiers had to return home for the 
harvest just before the battle.

• William’s preparations- William had well trained and professional soldiers. Large parts of Harold’s 
army was untrained and made up of farmers. Many of Harold’s men had left the army to collect the 
harvest in. Harold was not prepared for the battle. William's army was fresh and well rested. He 
had lots of supplies. Harold’s was tired and reduced in size following the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

• William’s good luck- The weather changed when William was trying to cross the Channel. Harold had 
to fight the Vikings first this gave William the advantage. The Saxons left the shield wall to chase 
the Normans down the hill.  At a key moment in the battle Harold was killed. 

Methods William used to conquer England:
-Feudal system= the system William used to ensure loyalty from Anglo-Saxons. It involved lending land to different 
groups of people
-Domesday Book= survey taken in 1086 to find out what land and resources there was so that he could charge the 
right amount of tax to raise an army.
-Castles= built to defend key areas of Britain from rebellions. They were built quickly to protect soldiers and so they 
could keep control over large areas.
-Harrying of the North= 1069 William responded to rebellions in the north of England by destroying large areas of 
Northumberland. He ordered soldiers to destroy crops, livestock and homes to stop the rebellions and prevent future 
ones.


