
Homework 1: Formation of Anglo-Saxon England

Immigration map of the Anglo-Saxons, c.410

The Romans left England around 
400AD as Rome came under threat 
from other groups. The following 
century would see lots of migration 
from Northern Europe to England with 
different groups such as the Saxons, 
Jutes, and Angles settling on the 
island. These would later become the 
Anglo-Saxons. These groups formed 
there own kingdoms such as Mercia, 
Wessex, and Northumbria dividing the 
country up. The population was 
roughly 1.5 million with only 7 towns 
with populations above 7,500.
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Policing: Courts: Trials: Punishments:

Citizens were responsible for 
controlling crime in their 
communities. Some 
strategies involved:
• Hue and Cry: a loud cry 

calling for the pursuit and 
capture of a criminal. If 
someone did not cry, 
they could be responsible 
for damage to the victim.

• Tithing: a group of ten 
householders who lived 
close together and were 
collectively responsible 
for each other's 
behaviour.

There were three main 
courts in the Anglo-Saxon 
period:
• Shire Courts - dealt with 

large crimes that 
impacted a large area.

• Hundred Courts - dealt 
with small crimes that 
impacted the local 
community. 

• Ecclesiastical (Church) 
Courts - dealt with any 
crime that was 
committed in a church or 
on church land.

Trial by Ordeal: Painful tests 
carried out on the criminal 
to test innocence. If God 
intervenes then they are not 
guilty. Used with a lack of 
evidence.
Witan Trial: The Witan was 
the king’s court. This dealt 
with serious crimes and 
nobles who broke the law.
Trial by jury: A criminal 
could be tried in a court by a 
jury. Failure to appear 
meant the accused was 
classed as an outlaw who 
could be punished by death.

Common Punishments 
include the following:
• Execution
• Sold into slavery
• Exiled: Forced to live in a 

far away place.
• Stocks and Pillory
• Blood Feud: Revenge for 

a crime – retaliatory. Can 
go on for a long period 
between families.

• Weregild: You have to 
pay a fine to the victim or 
family of the victim of the 
crime.

Homework 3: Was the Anglo-Saxon period a ‘Dark Age’?

Evidence of a ‘Dark Age’ Evidence there was not a ‘Dark Age’

• Most people were illiterate (could not 
read and write) during the era.

• Anglo-Saxon England was divided into 
war Kingdoms for most of the period 
until unification in 927.

• The tax burden on farmers in England 
decreased with the fall of Rome.

• The church censored ideas which 
went against God holding back 
progress.

• Famous literature was created in the 
the Anglo-Saxon period such as 
Beowulf.

• The Church limited the power of the 
monarchy and the Church advocated 
for more rights for the individual.

• Advancements in science and maths 
such as algebra and algorithms in the 
Islamic World set the foundations for 
future technological advancements. 

• The first University was established in 
England – Oxford University in 1167. 

Homework 4: What is archaeology?

Job of an Archaeologist:
Archaeologists are vital in helping us understand the past. 
With a lack of written sources the information found can 
help us uncover more about past civilisations like the 
Anglo-Saxons. Archaeologists wash, sort, catalogue, and 
store recovered artefacts after bringing them back from 
the field. They analyse individual artefacts, but also may 
sort them into groups to see patterns. 

What is the Sutton Hoo?
Possibly the most famous Anglo-
Saxon burial site which was 
discovered in the 1930s. The 
discovery challenged 
misconceptions about the period 
and the idea of it being a Dark 
Age. The discovery showed us the 
incredible craftsmanship of the 
Anglo-Saxons, the wealth of 
Kingship and the vast trade 
networks in place.

Helmet from the 
Sutton Hoo, c.625.

Homework 5: What happened following the Viking invasion?

1. The first Viking raid occurs in 793 when they attack the holy island 
of Lindisfarne in the North of England and at the time in the 
Kingdom of Northumbria.

2. A huge invasion of force of 200+ ships containing Viking warriors 
known as the Great Heathen Army by the Anglo-Saxons invades in 
865. 

3. The Viking army continues south attacking the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms of Mercia and East Anglia. 

4. Wessex is the last remaining Anglo-Saxon kingdom led by Alfred 
the Great. He successfully defeats the Vikings at the Battle of 
Edington in 878. The Viking leader Guthrum agrees to convert to 
Christianity as part of his surrender. 

5. Wessex advances on captured Viking territory. By 886, they retake 
London and agree a peace treaty with the Vikings. The Vikings 
establish control over the North and East of England – this area is 
known as the Danelaw.

6. Edward the Elder begins to attack Viking territories successfully 
advancing North recapturing Mercia and East Anglia. 

7. Athelstan the son of Edward the Elder becomes King of Wessex in 
924. He continues the Anglo-Saxon advance north and retakes 
York in 927. He becomes the first King of England


