
Key Terms 1—Film Music 

Specially 
Composed 
Music 

Some music is composed specially for 
a film. Much of this is broadly classical 
in style.  

Borrowed 
Music 

Some music used in film soundtracks 
was composed for other purposes but 
is adopted for use in a film because it 
fits the film-maker’s intentions.  

Cue Sheet A detailed listing of musical cues 
matching the visual action of a film so 
that composers can time their music 
accurately to match the visual images.  

Diagetic Music that is part of the action: the 
characters in the film can hear it.  

Non-
Diagetic 

Music that is not part of the action: 
the characters in the film cannot hear 
it. It is just for the audience.  

Leitmotif A short melody that is associated with 
a character or idea in a film. E.g, 

James Bond has his own leitmotif. 

Sound-
track 

The word “soundtrack” can often 
mean a commercial recording of a   
collection of music and songs from a 
film sold individually as an audio CD.  

Theme 
Song 

Sometimes a song, usually a pop 
song, is used as a theme song for a 
film. This helps with marketing and 
publicity  

Under 
Score 

Where music is played at the same 
time as the action or dialogue.  
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Bass Clef A musical symbol indicating to 
performers to perform the notes 
and a certain (low) pitch  

Chord A series of notes played together 
at the same time e.g. the James 
Bond Leitmotif  

Concord A chord where the notes sound 
‘comfortable’ or ‘happy’ with each 
other e.g. chord of C major  

Discord A chord where the notes sound 
like they ‘clash’ together – often 
producing a ‘tense’ feel  

Crescendo Gradually getting louder  

Pitch Horror movie composers often use 
extremes of high and low pitch 
when creating musical         
soundtracks to create a feeling of 
‘tension’ and ‘suspense’  

Repeat 
Marks 

A musical symbol made up of two 
dots and two bar lines, telling the 
performer to go back to the     
beginning (or to the previous    
repeat marks) and repeat the   
music  

Key Terms 3—Music Technology 

Syncing/
Sync Point 

A precise moment where the 
timing of the music needs to fit 
with the action.  

Timecode A time synchronisation tool that 
every film maker must use to 
make sure that the visuals, dia-
logue and music are all in time. 

MIDI 
(Musical                
Instrument 
Digital        
Interface) 

MIDI connects devices that 
make and control sound — 
such as synthesizers, samplers, 
and computers — so that they 
can communicate with each 
other. 

DAW (Digital 
Audio   
Workstation) 

A comprehensive piece of soft-
ware that allows your computer 
to record, edit, mix and pro-
duce music. Ableton live is a 
popular DAW. 

You could listen to some music written by the three composers above whilst doing your homework 

John Williams  Hans Zimmer  Danny Elfman 


