
1. ABLETON LIVE 

DAW Digital Audio Workstation. 
It’s a software for         
composing, recording,     
arranging, mixing and   
mastering music. 

Audio track Track containing audio    
information, generally 
in .wav or .mp3 format. 

Midi track Track containing Midi      
information, instructions 
played by virtual instruments 
in the DAW 

BPM Beats Per Minute. The   
number of beats per minute 
(e.g., 60 BPM means that a 
beat sounds every second.) 
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3. SONG STRUCTURE 

Verse The verse is what sets the scene 
of a song and usually tells a story. 
The melody will stay the same but 
the words may change between 
each verse. 

Chorus The main hook of the song,     
usually the part that gets stuck in 
your head! The lyrics are usually 
the same in every chorus of a 
song. 

Bridge A linking section normally used 
between a verse and chorus    
section. 

Middle 8 8 bars in the middle of a song that 
sounds completely different to the 
rest of the song. 

Intro/
Outro 

The beginning/ending section of a 
song. 

Solo A section of the song where the 
main melody isn’t provided by the 
voice. This is usually played by an 
electric guitar.  Try listening to some pop music whilst doing your homework! 

A songwriter is an individual who writes the lyrics, melodies and chord progressions for songs. 
Sometimes a songwriter will not perform their songs but instead will write them for other    
famous artists.  

2. MUSIC THEORY 

Chord A Chord is 2 or more 
notes played                
simultaneously 

Chord Progression A succession of chords 

Bassline It’s the lowest part or   
sequence of notes in a 
piece of music 

Melody It’s the main part or the 
most memorable part of a 
song 

Pentatonic Scale A 5 note scale. It’s like a 
Major scale but without 
the 4th and the 7th notes.  


