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Year 9 Curriculum Map 
Subject: PRE 

Unit 1: 
Why is there suffering? Are there 

any good solutions? 

Unit 2 
Do we need to prove God’s existence? 

Unit 3 
Is religion a power for peace or a 
cause of conflict in the world 
today? 

Unit 4 
Is death the end? Does it matter? 

Overall focus for the unit: 
To explore why people, suffer and 
what Christianity and Buddhism 
teach about suffering. 
 
To include: 

• What types of suffering are 
in the world?  

• What can Christians learn 
from the Bible about why 
suffering happens? 

• How do Christians make 
sense of suffering?  

• How can a good God allow 
suffering?  

• What does the Buddha 
teach about suffering? 

• How far are humans able to 
overcome suffering? 

• Are there any good 
solutions to suffering? 

Overall focus for the unit: 
To explore for Buddhists, Christians, 
Muslims and Atheists, how important is 
the idea of proving or disproving God. 
 
To include: 

• What’s the difference between 
facts, beliefs and opinions? How 
do we know anything at all? 

• Why do Muslims believe in 
God? Do they believe God can 
be proved to exist? 

• Why did the Buddha think belief 
in God was unimportant?  

• In Buddhist thinking, what can 
save us from pain and suffering? 

• Do Thomas Aquinas’ ‘5 Ways’ 
justify Christians’ belief in God? 
Do they prove God?  

Overall focus for the unit: 
To evaluate the impact that Islam, 
Sikhism and Christianity have on the 
world today. 
 
 
To include: 

•  Is religion a power for peace 
or cause of conflict in the 
world today? 

•  What does the Sikh religion 
teach and do with regard to 
conflict and peace? 

•  What is there for me to 
learn from the Sikhs about 
peace and conflict? The 
example of Bhagat Puran 
Singh 

• What did the Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) achieve 
as a peacemaker? How have 

Overall focus for the unit: 
To understand what Christians, 
Buddhists, Humanists and the 
students themselves believe about 
life and death. 
 
To include: 

•  What do people believe 
about life? What do people 
believe about life? 

• What do Christians believe 
about an after-life? 

•  Why do we have funerals? 

• What do Buddhist people 
believe about life after 
death? 

• Does death matter to a 
Humanist? 

•  Is this life hell? 

• Is death the end does it 
matter? 
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 • Do Thomas Aquinas’ ‘5 Ways’ 
justify Christians’ belief in God? 
Do they prove God?  

• What are the best atheist 
arguments against the existence 
of God? Can atheists prove 
there is no God 

• So, for Buddhists, Christians, 
Muslims and Atheists, how 
important is the idea of proving 
or disproving God? 

 
 

some of his followers made 
peace? 

• How do Muslims respond 
when they are pictured as 
terrorists or fanatics? Why 
does this happen? To recall 
teachings about Jihad from 
the year eight scheme. 

• What does the Christian 
religion teach and do about 
peace and conflict and what 
can I learn from their 
teachings? 

• Do religious communities 
intend to make peace or 
war? Why don’t they always 
put their ideals into action? 

• What can be learned from 
Muslim, Christian and Sikh 
inspiring peacemakers? 

• Does religion cause war?  
 

Intent behind the unit 
Many pupils in the academy have 

experienced suffering, whether it 

be through the loss of a family 

member or a family member 

Intent behind the unit 
Living in a multicultural city, pupils are 

likely to encounter others from different 

faiths and non-faith backgrounds, 

therefore I am teaching about belief in God 

from various perspectives. 

Intent behind the unit: 
To consider and evaluate arguments 
about whether religion causes peace 
or conflict in the world today. 

Intent behind the unit 
The majority of students have 
experienced death in their lives, 
therefore it is useful to consider 
various beliefs about the after-life 
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leaving. This unit allows pupils to 

begin asking why? 

Pupils then look at Christian and 

Buddhist teachings and see if we 

can learn anything from these 

religious viewpoints, developing 

empathy. 

Building on prior knowledge from the 

previous unit. 

 

and the impact these beliefs have 
on people’s lives. 
This also helps students to reflect 
on and develop their own beliefs 
and understanding about a 
personal topic. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be an evaluative essay 
question which considers:  
Why is there suffering? Are there 
any good solutions? 
 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a knowledge recall test. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be an extended piece of 
writing where pupils will evaluate 
arguments for and against the 
contentions that ‘religion is a power 
for peace’ and ‘religion causes wars.’ 
and argue their own case for the 
question. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be an evaluative essay 
question which considers:  
Is death the end? Does it matter? 


