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Year 8 Curriculum Map 
Subject: PRE 

Unit 1: 
Should religious buildings be sold 

to feed the starving? 

Unit 2 
What is good and what is challenging 
about being a teenage Sikh /Buddhist 

/Muslim in Britain today? 

Unit 3 
What is so radical about Jesus? 

Unit 4 
Should happiness be the purpose 

of life? 
 
 
 

Overall focus for the unit: 
This investigation enables students 
to learn in depth about the 
purposes and types of worship. 
The key question makes students 
think about why places of worship 
exist and how they help religious 
communities. Students can answer 
whichever way they like, but 
balanced arguments and 
information are given in this 
unit as we explore the function of 
worship in the lives of religious 
communities. 
 
To include: 

• What difference to 
charitable giving does it 
make if you are religious? 

Overall focus for the unit: 
This investigation enables pupils to 
learn in depth from Buddhists, Muslims 
and / or Sikhs and their ways of living, 
beliefs and communities, providing 
opportunities to consider challenging 
questions about the place of religion in 
Britain today and in pupils’ own 
thinking. 
 
To include: 

• The challenge of commitment. 

• What is it like being a young 
Muslim in Britain today? 

• How can Muslims respond when 
they are pictured as terrorists or 
fanatics? 

• What is Jihad, and how can it be 
understood by non-Muslims? 

Overall focus for the unit: 
This investigation enables pupils to 
learn in depth from different 
Christianity about their view of 
Jesus, and how people within a 
religion or world view understand 
and live out the teachings of Jesus in 
the world around them.  
 
 
To include: 

•  What was Jesus like? 

• Why did some people have a 
problem with Jesus? 

• Who were the Jewish people 
expecting to save them? 

• Was Jesus’ treatment of 
women radical? 

Overall focus for the unit: 
To learn from Christianity, 
Buddhism and non-religious 
worldviews about the significance 
of happiness. Through a study of 
the idea of happiness in the bible, 
the concept of dukkha and 
comparing the religious idea of ‘the 
good life’ to a non-religious view of 
‘the good life’. Is it morally 
acceptable to pursue attaining 
happiness? 
 
To include: 

•  What is happiness? 

• How does happiness fit into 
Christianity? 
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Do religious people do 
more to help the starving? 

• What difference does a 
Mosque make to Muslim 
life? 

• Is a mosque a place where 
generosity is encouraged? 
Do Muslims need mosques 
to be charitable?  What 
does Islamic relief do? 
contributions to ending 
starvation. 

• What does the Sikh 
community do through its 
worship and building to 
combat poverty? Do Sikhs 
need a Gurdwara in order 
to serve others?  

• What does it mean to ‘see 
Jesus in the face of the 
poor’? What are the 
deeper meanings of 
Christian worship? 

•  How does worship differ in 
different faiths? 

• Sikh ethical principles. 

• What does it mean to talk 
about the ‘function of 

• What do the three treasures 
give to the Buddhists today? 

• What is the value of belonging 
to the Buddhist community? 

• What questions and ideas do we 
have about suffering? 

• What is going on in British 
Sikhism today? 

• How are an ancient language 
and the Sikh scriptures 
important to Sikhs today? 

• What identities might a Sikh 
person hold? Sikhs in Britain. 
 

•  Why was Jesus seen as so 
radical? 

• Was Jesus a pacifist?  

•  What’s so radical about 
Jesus? 

 

• What is the Buddhist view 
of happiness and how to 
achieve it? 

• What does a secular view of 
happiness look like, and 
how does it compare with 
ideas in religion? 

• Should happiness be the 
purpose of life? 
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worship’ in the sociology of 
religion?? 

• What are the best 
arguments about whether 
religious buildings should 
be sold to feed the 
starving? should religious 
building be sold to feed the 
starving? 

Intent behind the unit 
To consider the importance of 
worship and charity in the lives of 
religious people and themselves.  
Pupils then look at Christian, 

Islamic and Sikh teachings about 

worship and charity and see if we 

can learn anything from these 

religious viewpoints, developing 

empathy. 

Intent behind the unit 
Living in a multicultural city, pupils are 

likely to encounter others from different 

faiths and non-faith backgrounds, 

therefore I am teaching the challenges and 

benefits of having a faith for Buddhists, 

Sikhs and Muslims in the UK. 

 

Intent behind the unit: 
Living in a historically Christian 
country it is key to understand the 
importance of the figure Jesus. 
To consider and evaluate the nature 
of Jesus in historical context and his 
impact on the lives of Christians. 

Intent behind the unit: 
To explore their own views on 
what happiness is as it is a key part 
of our existence and consider how 
it is achieved. And then living in a 
multi-faith country and a country 
which also has an increasingly 
secular community it is also 
important to consider happiness 
from a religious and secular 
standpoint.  
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Assessment Focus: 
This will be an evaluative essay 
question which considers:  
Should religious buildings be sold 
to feed the starving? 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a knowledge recall test. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be creating a piece of work 
(artwork) and writing which 
expresses and explains a key 
teaching of Jesus and how the 
teaching should affect believers 
today. 

Assessment Focus: 
This will be a written evaluative 
response to the key question: 
Should happiness be the purpose 
of life? 
 


