
VOCABULARY

Melancholy: A 
feeling of 

depression

Petrarchan lover: a 
male lover who 

worships a lady for 
her beauty

Patriarchy: A male-
ruled society.

Blaspheme: 
speaking or acting 
against the will of 

God

Volatile: 
unpredictable 
behaviour, not 
knowing what 

someone will do next

Tragedy: A genre of 
play in which the 
main character’s 

flaws lead to their 
downfall (and death!)

Impulsive: Someone 
who acts quickly, or 

on whim.

Hamartia: the fatal 
flaw of a tragic 
main character/

KEY CHARACTERS

Character Profile

Romeo Lord Montague’s son. 
He is more focused on 
love than the fighting 
in Verona. He falls in 
love with Juliet.
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Juliet Lord Capulet’s 
daughter, 13 years 
old. Falls in love with 
Romeo.

Tybalt     Juliet’s older cousin 
who is quick to anger 
and fight.

Mercutio  Romeo’s friend. He is 
neither Montague nor 
Capulet. Mercutio is a 
comedic character.

Friar 
Lawrence  

Romeo’s mentor, but 
not part of the 
Montagues. A holy 
man who wants peace 
in Verona.

Nurse Juliet’s caring wet 
nurse who knows 
about her relationship 
with Romeo.

Benvolio   Romeo’s cousin, a 
Montague. He is often 
the peace-keeper in 
fights.

Paris Juliet’s suitor, neither 
Montague or Capulet, 
a wealthy count.

Lord Capulet Juliet’s domineering 
father who rules the 
Capulet household.

TECHNIQUES

Pun: a play on words, humour through 
words that sound or mean similar 

things.

Foil: a character who completely 
contrasts another, often emphasising 

their different traits

Oxymoron: two words that contrast or 
contradict one another. These must be 

placed beside each other eg. ‘living 
dead’

Soliloquy: a speech made by one 

character (a monologue) when 

nobody else is on stage.

Sonnet: a form of poetry, often 
about love. Shakespeare is famous 

for writing an English version of 
these.

Aside: where a character speaks to 
the audience and other characters 

can’t hear

Foreshadowing: where future events 
are hinted at through language or 

actions

Irony: where the opposite to what 
we expect to happen occurs

Dramatic irony: where the audience 
know things the characters do not

Structural parallels: where events or 
characters mirror each other (the 

same thing happens)

KEY QUOTATIONS

‘Two star-crossed lovers’ - Prologue

‘O brawling love, O loving hate!’ - Romeo

‘Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?’ - Juliet

‘Peace? I hate the word, as I hate Hell, all Montagues 
and thee.’ - Tybalt

‘A plague on both your houses!’ - Mercutio

‘Wiseley and slow, they stumble that run fast’ – Friar 
Lawrence

KEY CONTEXT

Courtly love: people of high-rank were called ‘nobles’ 
and often met at ‘court’ – this is not a courtroom, but 
gatherings in the houses of royals and other nobles. 
When they dated they had to follow certain rules: the 
woman must never pursue and must appear chaste, 
the man was expected to woo her and provide gifts to 
help win her over.

Patriarchal society: Women had no power and could 
not own property. Noble women’s only duties were to 
marry well (into money and/or status) and have 
children. Marriages were arranged and often like 
business deals between the father of the bride and 
the husband.

Religion and beliefs: Romeo and Juliet is set in a 
Catholic society where morality was taken very 
seriously. Committing mortal sins such as murder, 
suicide and bigamy would damn you to hell. However, 
many believed that their lives were pre-destined 
according to the stars and that free will was illusive. 


