NEWSLETTER
June / July 2022
Dear Students, Staff, Parents and Guardians,
We have come to the end of a remarkable school year. We started the academic Year in September 2021 with whole
school testing for COVID and managed to keep the academy open with very low levels of staffing throughout the winter
months.
After Christmas, we were informed that examinations were to go ahead and we started to prepare the students for the
upcoming examinations with large numbers of students and staff absent throughout.
Returning after Easter we were straight into the exam season and, on the first GCSE examination morning, OFSTED
arrived. So, we juggled getting the students into the exam halls for the first time in three years with the intense scrutiny
of the OFSTED team.
With OFSTED done, we continued to get through the exam season and students in both Year 11 and Year 13 were able
to celebrate in style at their proms this year. The school prom was introduced around twelve years ago for secondary
schools and this was the first prom I have attended where the dance floor was full to capacity from the first dance to
the last… very impressive Year 11!
Sports day, sports presentation evening and the school production have all gone ahead as normal and more students
than ever were involved so they are clearly making the most of their freedom this year.
This year from start to finish has shown how truly resilient the students at John Port are, even with the challenge of a
heat wave to end the year they are still smiling around the site. I hope you and your families have a fantastic and safe
summer and we look forward to welcoming the students back in September.
Kind regards,

Karen Squire
Principal

Academy Contact Details
Updated contact details for 2022/23 will be published in August/September. If you have any questions over the summer
holidays but are unsure who to contact please email admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
For the Safeguarding Team, please email safeguarding@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
If you would like to request a printed copy of this newsletter please email us and we
will arrange this for you.
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street, Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Tel: 01283 291018
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Etwall Alms Houses
The inauguration of the sun dials
On 2nd June, members of the school wind band
performed at Etwall Alms Houses for the inauguration
of the sun dials which had been missing for many
years.
Joyce Newton (Trustee Sir John Port & John Osborne
Alms Houses) made it her project to have this
reinstated ready for the ceremony at the platinum
jubilee weekend.
The school band performed stirring renditions of many
favourites ending with the National Anthem.

Update from the Exams Team
Results Days for 2022 are:
A Level Results Day: Thursday 18th August 2022 from 8:00am to 9:00am
EPQ & Core Maths Results Day: Thursday 18th August 2022 from 9:00am to 10:00am
GCSE Results Day: Thursday 25th August 2022 from 9:00am to 10:00am
Centre staff will be available on both days to provide advice and support.
Students should bring their academy ID cards with them to receive their results. If they have lost their academy ID card,
another form of identification will be required.
There are two options for students who are not able to collect their results in person;
•

•

Students can either provide a stamped self-addressed A5 envelope and the results will be posted. Please bear in
mind that we are not allowed to post the results before the allocated results day so depending on the post, this
may take several days to arrive.
Alternatively, someone could collect on the student’s behalf. If this option is chosen then the person collecting
will need to bring a letter of permission written by the student. We would also need prior notice of this by emailing
exams@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk as this will ensure the results are taken to the academy main reception where
they can be collected.

In late November and early December, the academy will receive the student’s exam certificates. These official certificates
are the legal proof of exam results and may be required for future education providers and employers.
This year, students will be presented with their exam certificates at the academy presentation evening taking place on
Monday 19th December. Students and parents will be invited to attend and a letter with more information will be put in
the envelope along with the exam results. As always, up to date information from the exams team can be found on our
website: http://www.johnportspencer.com/examinations/.

Safeguarding Newsletters
Please look out for a separate Safeguarding Newsletter that is sent out at the end of every half term. The Safeguarding
Newsletter includes important safeguarding updates from the academy and also from the local authority.
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Home School Transport

ParentMail

The responsibility for transport to and from the academy
rests with parents, however, free school transport is
provided for some students. In such cases, it is the local
authority who organise and are responsible for the
provision of contracted services.

77% of our families use
the ParentMail app.

Further information (including a bus timetable) can be
found on our website.
http://www.johnportspencer.com/transport/

Download yours
now!
The app is available
from Google Play and
App Store.

Lost Property

Student ID Cards

There is a large amount of lost property which has not
been claimed. Please ask students to come and check the
items if they have lost something. Please can you also
make sure property is named?

All students must have their ID card and wear their lanyard
when in the academy. The usual replacement charge of £2.00
per ID card and £1.00 for a new lanyard is applicable if the card
or lanyard is lost or damaged. The ID card also doubles up as a
bus pass for school bus services. Students - Please keep your
ID cards and lanyards safe for September as you will need
them for 2022/23!

Lost property is located at Student Services in Ashbourne
Hall.

Student Mobile Phones
Mobile phones and electronic devices are allowed in the academy but must be switched off and kept in school bags whilst
the students are on site. Failure to comply will result in a child having their phone removed. Persistent non-compliance will
result in a request not to bring the device into the academy.

The Enactus Project
The Enactus project is an international scheme aiming to reduce 17 key issues identified by the UN. A team of students are
working hard to tackle five of these issues within our academy, centred around affordable uniform.

The project itself is a clothing recycling scheme. If you have any good quality John Port uniform that is no longer used, we
encourage you to donate it to the Enactus project. We really appreciate all the donations we have had so far.
We are asking for donations of: blazers, trousers, skirts, shirts, ties and lanyards, aprons, PE kits, coats or other warm
clothing and school jumpers. It would be extremely helpful if donations are clean and sized. Donations can be brought to
the main reception.
Uniform will be available at no cost to students who need it. The Enactus project uniform shop is now open for everyone to
use. If you would like to enquire about any items of uniform, or if you have any questions about the project, please contact
the academy (admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk).
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Renewable Energy Rap

Diet Coke & Mentos Eruption

Written by Isabella H in Year 7

You will need a large bottle of Diet Coke and about half a pack of
Mentos.

Renewable energy is cool
You need a couple of tools
Solar uses the sun
Saving the planet is fun
Biomass uses trees
It might even use leaves
Tidal needs the coast
Tidal is great, sorry I didn’t mean to boast
Renewable energyyy
Biomass can be smellyyy
Wind power is good
It might be windy, pull up your hood
Nuclear can be cheap
It makes bad waste. Weep! Weep!
Geothermal is beneath the ground
In hot springs it can be found

Follow us on Facebook and
Twitter
www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
@JohnPortSpencer
For general enquiries, please email
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.

Instructions:
1. Make sure you are doing this experiment in a place where you
won't get in trouble for getting Diet Coke everywhere! Outside
on some grass away from buildings is perfect.
2. Stand the Diet Coke upright and unscrew the lid. Put some sort
of funnel or tube on top of it so you can drop the Mentos in at
the same time (about half the pack is a good amount). Doing this
part can be tricky.
3. Time for the fun part, drop the Mentos into the Diet Coke and
run like mad! If you've done it properly a huge geyser of Diet
Coke should come flying out of the
bottle, it's a very impressive sight.
The record is about 9 metres (29
feet) high!

Governance at John Port Spencer Academy
As a member school within a multi-academy trust, the responsibility
for governance of John Port Spencer Academy is ultimately held by
the Board of Trustees appointed to the Spencer Academies Trust.
The local governing board (LGB) for John Port Spencer Academy is
responsible for scrutiny of decisions made in the academy, driving
improvement, consideration of exclusions and for local oversight of
the processes and policies which allows the academy to work
effectively and appropriately.

We are currently recruiting for a local governor
For more details and an application form please see the advert on
our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/news/governor-recruitment/
For further details about the Spencer Academies Trust governance
structure please see our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/local-governing-board/
The John Port Spencer Academy local governing board can be
contacted by emailing: clerktogovernors@johnportspencer.com.
If you wish to contact the governors about a complaint, please
make sure you read and follow the Spencer Academies Complaints
Policy: http://satrust.com/policies/
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Message to parents from the local police team – E scooters
We are seeing an increase in the use of E Scooters by both adults and children, we wanted to reiterate to you all that the
current legislation makes using a privately-owned E Scooter ILLEGAL in ANY public place.
We are urging you as parents (if your child/teenager has one) that you do not allow this to be used anywhere, other than
a private place (with landowner’s permission). If seized by police there is a cost incurred. To explain this further: • You can buy one but cannot ride it on a public road, cycle path, canal path, pavement or parks
• E Scooters are classed as personal light electric vehicles (PLEV) so are treated as motor vehicles and subject to the
same legal requirements- driving licence/MOT/insurance/tax
• Police can SEIZE any private E Scooter found to be used in a public place and the rider may also be liable for
prosecution for traffic offences
• Section 59 of the police reform act allows Police to issue a warning if a vehicle is being used in a manner which may
cause alarm, distress or annoyance, the vehicle can also be seized
• The WIND (Yellow E scooters you may have seen around derby) mobility scooter rental scheme is on trial in derby
www.derby.gov.uk for further information on who is eligible for this scheme.

Current Vacancies at John Port Spencer Academy
If you are interested in working at John Port Spencer Academy, or within the Spencer Academies Trust, please regularly
check our website page for current vacancies: https://vacancies.spenceracademiestrust.co.uk/

Spencer Superstars
The Spencer Superstars Charitable Foundation (SSCF) has been set up by the Trust to support students who need financial
assistance to enable them to reach their goals across the following disciplines: The Arts; Sports; Science & Technology;
Entrepreneurship; Conservation; Wellbeing & Healthy Lifestyles; Community Projects. The grants are not means-tested so
are available to all students. More information regarding applications for funding will be given in the near future. Further
details are also available here: https://spencersuperstars.com/.

ELSA
We are delighted to report that we can now offer support through the ELSA Intervention programme. ELSA can offer
support in anxiety and anger management, feelings and emotions, self-esteem, resilience, bereavement management,
mindfulness and friendships. Our sessions run in school, for one hour a week for approximately six weeks, in small bespoke
sessions. ELSAs are emotional literacy support assistants. They are teaching assistants who have had special training from
educational psychologists to support the emotional development of children and young people in school. ELSAs have
regular professional supervision from educational psychologists to help them in their work. We have already been able to
brighten up the room and have started working on positivity trees. If you think your child would benefit, please discuss
this further with your Year Team.
Please visit https://www.elsanetwork.org/about/ for further information.
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Term Dates and INSET Days
2022/23 Dates
Term 1

1st September 2022* - 21st October 2022*

Term 2

31st October 2022

- 22nd December 2022

Term 3

9th January 2023

- 17th February 2023

Term 4

27th February 2023* - 31st March 2023

Term 5

17th April 2023

- 26th May 2023

Term 6

5th June 2023

- 21st July 2023*

INSET Days*
1st September 2022
21st October 2022
27th February 2023
20th July 2023
21st July 2023

Staggered Start - September 2022
2nd September 2022 – Years 7 and 12 only
5th September 2022 - All year groups return
Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
1st May 2023

ELSA Update
We have successfully run five sessions of ELSA a
week for the last few weeks of term. Students
have developed the skill to identify things they
are grateful for, to recognise a range of emotions
and how certain situations make them feel. They
have completed the stress bucket activity where
they have explored what stresses them and
recognised coping strategies to help manage
them. We have also looked at a growth mindset
and discussed the circle of control.
Sessions will start again in September for new
groups of students. If you feel your child may
benefit from sessions, please contact their Year
Team.

Year 10 Sports Ambassadors
We recently took 14 Year 10 Sports Ambassadors to the new look
Moorways to help run a Primary Schools Commonwealth Games day.
They ran a variety of different activities including long jump, boccia, javelin,
rugby, cricket and archery. The ambassadors really got stuck in, organising
groups, explaining the activities and demonstrating what needed doing and
encouraging the Year 3/4 and 5/6 students to have a go. They were a real
credit to the school.
We are currently recruiting for Year 9 students to be sports ambassadors so if anyone is interested please come and see
Mrs Watts in PE.

Science competition for KS3 - Adaptations project
Research and produce a factsheet/poster about an
animal or plant of your choice. Include details of
how the organism is adapted to help it to survive.
Hand entries in to your science teacher with your
full name and form group written on your work by
the end of September. There are prizes!!

Scholars Programme Graduation
On Thursday 14th July, four Year 12 students graduated from the Scholars Programme
at the University of Cambridge. All four students have worked hard over the last two
months to complete a university style essay, with support from a PhD tutor. All students
have shown resilience and determination to complete the programme alongside their
already busy A level studies, resulting in them all achieving high grades. The Scholars
Programme works closely with universities across the UK and is recognised as an
extracurricular activity by university admissions teams, supporting students in their
applications for university. A huge well done to Nancy, Phoebe, Ellie and Scarlett.
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John Port Colour Run 2022
Well done to all those that participated in the Colour
Run this term. The event was a great success with
around 250 participants.

We made a profit of around £1200
£600 will go to the PTA with the other
£600 going to the Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal.
Thank you to everyone who supported the event.
Mr H Roberts
Director of Teaching and Learning: Physical Education

Attendance and Absence
To report an absence (in Years 7 – 11), please email attendance@johnportspencer.com by 8:45am stating your child’s
name, form group and reason for absence. If your child is ill, please provide a brief description of their symptoms. Email
is our preferred way of receiving absence notifications as this removes the need for parents to write a note to their child’s
form tutor on their return. Alternatively, please telephone the absence line on 01283 735181. Please report this on a daily
basis unless the length of the absence is known. For medical appointment notifications, please email the details of the
appointment to attendance@johnportspencer.com and attach a copy of the appointment card, letter or text message.
Please include your child’s name and form group in the email.
In the event of your child leaving the academy during the day without adult supervision, please ensure you email
attendance@johnportspencer.com. Please include your child’s name, form group, reason for leaving early, method of
transport and also ensure you state that you ‘absolve John Port Spencer Academy of all responsibility’ so that we can allow
your child to leave during the day. Without written consent, your child will not be allowed to leave the academy site.
For other absences such as holiday, interview, a sporting event, funerals and any other non-medical absence please
complete a Leave of Absence for Exceptional Circumstances Form.
To report an absence for Year 12 and 13, please email the Sixth Form team at sixthform@johnportspencer.com.
Thank you for your support. The Attendance Team
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Art Update – KS3 work
Year 7 have been looking at Japanese Art in both traditional and contemporary styles. They have created paper and looked
at weaving it and creating a paper fold Kimono (origami). Students have also created tie dyed fabric and will be using this
to produce a fabric Kimono.
Year 8 have been focussing on Polynesian Art, learning about
its culture and traditions. Their main outcomes have been
produced using clay inspired by the Polynesian/American
fusion of Tiki Masks.

Year 9 work this term has been based on
the Mexican Day of the Dead festival.
Their final outcome for this project has
seen them produce a ceramic skull
based on the ornate sugar skulls created
for the festival.

Sports Award Evening
The PE department held their first Sports Awards
Evening on Monday 4th July. Just over 70 students
were invited to attend to celebrate their
achievements in PE this year. Awards included
curricular awards (Core PE, GCSE PE, A level PE),
extracurricular awards (Netball, Basketball, Cross
Country, Football and Athletics), Sports Ambassador
awards and Sports Personality of the Year awards.

Congratulations to all award winners!
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Year 12 Chemistry Olympiad
Congratulations
to
the Year 12 Biology
students who took
part in the Olympiad.
Here they are proudly
showing off their
certificates.

Why can’t you trust an atom?
Because they make up
everything!

Year 8 working scientifically lessons
Here are some pictures from the Year 8 ball rolling science
lessons about working scientifically.

Well done everyone!

Art and Wellbeing club

Year 6 Enhanced Transition
A group of Year 6 students benefitted from extra support
to transition to secondary school.
They visited us during June and July for GAP (Going Ahead
Positively) sessions. Here are some photographs from
GAP bread making.

Students at the Art and Wellbeing club have been busy
making bug houses. These have been varnished and placed
around the lake at the back of Edale building. Here are a few
pictures.
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Year 8 Trip to Bletchley Park
The Maths department ran a very successful trip to Bletchley Park with 27 Year 8 students on Thursday 7th July.
The students got a lot out of the day, learning about code breaking and different types of ciphers, as well as the vital role
the codebreakers played in WW2. They asked great questions, gave excellent answers and were a credit to themselves
and the academy, in terms of their behaviour.
We were very lucky to savour the impressive mansion, lake and grounds in the glorious sunshine. Several of the students
said how they were looking forward to visiting again soon. There was so just much to see and learn about the maths,
computing and history involved, as well as the incredible dedication and intelligence of the codebreakers, translators,
wireless operators and messengers of the 1930s & 1940s.
Many thanks to Mr Perry, Mr Mitchell and Miss Smith for being indispensable and jolly throughout, even when a rogue
moth and traffic on the M1 interrupted the journeys to and from Milton Keynes. Much appreciation to all the students
and their parents/guardians for their support also.
Mr Ashburner

Maths Challenge
On Thursday 7th July we welcomed 32 primary school children to take part in this year’s Primary Maths Challenge. We had
eight teams selected from our local primary schools to take part in different maths solving activities.
Students were very competitive and keen to get the most marks in
all six activities. The maths relay proved a big success, getting the
students moving around the room and working as a team.
Very well done to everyone who took part, the results are:
• 1st Place – Church Broughton United with 275 points
• 2nd Place – Etwall Wanderers with 238 points
• 3rd Place – Stenson Fields Rovers with 203 points
Here are the winners with Mrs Vann.
Thank you to our Year 11 volunteers who came in to help support
the students so we could run the event.

Year 6 Induction Days
We had two wonderful induction days on
Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th July. It was
fantastic to meet the Year 6 students who will be
joining us in September. They had fun filled days
getting to know each other, meeting their tutor
group and participating in a range of taster
lessons. It was supported by some of our Year 11
students who did a brilliant job looking after the
Year 6 students.
We are looking forwards to seeing the Year 6’s
again in September!
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Update from Mr Stephenson
Behaviour
The vast majority of students have behaved in an exemplary manner throughout the year and this is borne out by the very
positive comments from OFSTED. On average 73% of students do not receive any X marks, that is approximately 1200
students in Years 7 to 11, over every half term.
The better students behave the more successful we can all be. Please ensure that you monitor the SIMS parent app to
track both positive (Excellence points) and negative behaviour (X marks) on a daily basis. If you have not signed up for the
parent app please contact ITsupport@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk. They will be able to email you a link that will allow you
to sign up.
Uniform
As students inevitably grow their uniform needs replacing (this is especially true of shoes). Please ensure that they are
formal black school shoes and not a ‘trainer-type’ shoe. This will prevent unnecessary scrutiny and reduce costs. As we
are ending the year a number of girls have been wearing leggings. These are not uniform and should not be worn. Full
uniform details can be found on the academy website.
Please remember that we accept good quality used uniform items for our Enactus project. Good quality used items are
also available to students from the Enactus project. Please email admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk or speak to your
child’s Year Team if you would like further details.
Lanyards and cards
All students are expected to wear their lanyard and display their ID card clearly. This is a safeguarding requirement. Those
who need to replace a worn-out lanyard, card or holder can get them from Mrs Lester in Student Services in A Block.
Lanyards cost £1.00, ID cards cost £2.00 and card holders are 20p.
Piercings
Please be aware that nose piercings are not permitted in the academy. If your child has one it should be removed and
replaced with a plastic retainer. All Heads of Year have a supply of these if you do not have one at home. Only one pair of
studs should be worn in ears.
Attendance at the start of the day
All students are expected to be on the school site by 8.40 at the latest as this is when the school gates are locked. Those
arriving after that time have to sign in at the student reception. Any student arriving late twice in a week receives an X.

Year 12 Chemistry

New Piano

Early in June our Year 12 Chemistry students entered the
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge. Congratulations to the
following award winners: Gold: Ben F. Silver: Jude S, Ever
M, Matthew O & Eilidh H. Copper: Elliot M, Sam S, Beth W.

The music department has recently taken delivery of a new
piano which was donated by one of our families.
It is now looking great in one of the
music
department’s
practice
rooms and is very much
appreciated by the students.
If you have an instrument you no
longer use, then please contact
Mrs Hodgson to see if students at
the academy may be able to use it.
shod@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
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Congratulations to Maya
Maya in Year 10 has just signed her for her third season with Derby
County.
She is in the U17s squad playing with the U18s from September
(playing at over her age).
Well done Maya – keep up the good work!

MFL Update – Deutsch (German)
Here is a reflection from some of our Key Stage 3 students about their learning during this academic year.
Year 7
“Our highlights have been learning about the diverse culture of Germany. We have learnt about the multi-culturalism
celebrated by flamboyant parades in Berlin (Karneval der Kulturen). We have also learnt about the life of German children
at school and how their school day compares to our school day here in England; after this lesson, some students wanted to
go to school in Germany! We must also mention German word order, which has had us all puzzled at one time or another!!
Overall we have enjoyed our German learning in Year 7!” Lily & Esme
Year 8
“Throughout Year 8 we have been given the amazing opportunity to widen our knowledge regarding German speaking and
the German language. We have learnt everything from how to create an opinion and reason phrase, to words for parts of
the body. We have focussed especially on the Present, Perfect (Past) and Future Tenses and how to use them accurately in
our written German. German is quite a complex language to understand at first but it is a cleverly formed language once
you get the hang of it! We have found German to be very helpful and have even started to use little bits in everyday
conversations.” Ella & Emily
Year 9
“We have learnt a lot! Including about Christmas in Germany, first school day in Germany, a general history of Germany and
lots more. We have learnt how to effectively use the different Tenses and how to communicate in German and I have found
this very interesting. I think that German is a very useful subject for the future, as knowing how to speak a foreign language
can give you a head-start when trying to find a job. Every month of this academic year we had a lesson with a specific focus
on an aspect of culture in Germany/German-speaking countries and this has helped me to love the subject even more!”
Kai
Some students have recently been tasked to create their own fashion magazine in German. They chose the celebrities
and the images used and used them to describe the clothes that the celebrities were wearing.

We wish everyone schöne Ferien (happy holidays)!
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Sixth Form News
The sixth form have had a fantastic summer term. We continue to be so proud of their ongoing, hard work. We were sad
to say goodbye to Year 13 but were so impressed by their determination and resilience through the examination period.
We look forward to celebrating their results with them in August and the sixth form team will be available to support
students with their next steps. Parents and carers should have received a ParentMail message with further information
about results’ day. Details are also on the exams page of our website.
On Friday 1st July, we enjoyed having a Taster Day for our Year 11s who have been offered conditional offers for the sixth
form. Again, we look forward to celebrating their successes in August and helping them with their next steps.
Year 12 have enjoyed a week’s work experience in a variety of different places. It was a privilege to get out and about to
visit students. The feedback from employers has been fantastic with so many comments about how professional they all
were. Thank you to anyone who played a part in helping students with this; the local community were very generous in
their offers of work experience to Year 12. Well done to Year 12, too, for all of their hard work for their mock exams. To
celebrate such a great year, we have been to Alton Towers with the year group for the day.
We have, also, recruited our new student leadership team and have got them working hard already. Their first job has been
to organise a whole school non-uniform day. Students were asked to bring in items for two food banks, ‘The Padley Centre’
and ‘Doorways Derby’. We hope the food collected will help families through the summer.
Meet the Student Leadership team:
• Head Students – Lucile M-F and Jack N
• Head of Student Council/Deputy Head Student – Maggie W
• Head of Mentoring – Sanjna V
• Head of Diversity – Emily W
• Charity Leads – Maisie L and Guneet D
• Head of Sustainability and the Environment – David S-S
• Head of Sport and Enrichment – Maisie M and Beth W

Message from our newly appointed Head Students
We are Jack and Lucile, Head Students of the school year 2022/2023.
As Head Students, we lead the Student Leadership here at John Port Spencer Academy and liaise between our vast student
body and teachers, as well as representing our school externally. We’re also involved in working with many teams led by
members of the student leadership team such as Charities, Mentoring, Sports & Inclusion, Sustainability & Environment,
the Student Council and Diversity & Inclusion. It is our mission to capture the incredible skills and diversity within our
student body, to take opportunities to make John Port Spencer Academy a school we are all happy in and proud of.
A rapidly advancing society gives us plenty of opportunity to act in social movements, for example combatting
discrimination and climate change, and make John Port Spencer Academy an active role in making positive change.
Reaching out to our local community, charities and showcasing our school is equally important and we’re really excited to
get involved in activities in the local community such as the Etwall Well Dressing, and perhaps begin our own traditions!
John Port Spencer Academy is a place for everyone, and we want to continue this: our excellence is consistent through our
STEM faculties, through to Humanities, Arts, English, Languages, PE and all other subjects on offer. We love seeing students
take part extracurricular activities such as the senior maths challenge, sports days or summer reading challenges.
We’re incredibly grateful to host such a wide range of students and opportunities here and we want to use this to our full
advantage!
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Cycling Success
Earlier this month, Stan in
Year 9 completed the
Cycling Classic event in
France in 1hr 26mins.
It was an 9 mile climb uphill
with 21 hairpin bends and
he was the youngest person
to take part in the event.
This
is
an
amazing
achievement – well done
Stan!

Etwall Primary School
Year 6 Science Lessons
Year 12 delivered science lessons to Year 6 children from Etwall
Primary School. They did a brilliant job planning and preparing
the lesson and made it interactive and fun for the students.
Lessons included gas exchange in the fish, how the immune
system works, functions of organs in the body, testing foods
for reducing sugars and flame testing.

He has a real passion for
cycling and we hope he
continues to enjoy it and
compete again in the future.

Food Technology News
Well done to all our wonderful students this term – it’s been an absolute pleasure to see the amazing food you’ve created
(and a big thank you as always for the fantastic support from parents with ingredients and organising your children). The
Year 10’s have been busy taking a three-hour mock practical exam and blowing us out of the water with their
professionalism and plating; from roast dinners to Japanese Gyoza.

It was lovely to reward their endeavours with a trip to pick their own strawberries
and raspberries at a local farm. We hope they keep cooking this summer - we are
expecting great things from them next year!
Good luck to all the Year 11’s with their results and all the best for the future from
the Food Tech team.

Food Club News
Well done to all of the John Port Spencer Academy Food club. This term we have been
looking at food science and making ice-cream, specification, edible paper and
honeycomb.
We finished off with a Bake-Off competition – well done Jake who produced a patriotic
afternoon tea with mini cakes and sandwiches in red white and blue as well as heart
shaped scones, cream and jam with beautiful edible decorations. Special mention to
Elissa’s individual Victoria sponges and Skye’s cake pops which everyone wanted to try.
Have a great summer!
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Cover Supervisors - who are we and what do we do?
We wanted to let you know about who we are and what our role in the school is. Students may call us supply but our role
is a little more in depth than just that! As Cover Supervisors we are employed by the school all year round and involved
with the students on a daily basis. This is so when cover is required there is a sense of consistency, we know the students
and are placed, where we can be, in classes that we know.
Mrs Warren has been with the school since 2019 and has a degree in Leisure Management and Business Studies. Her
specialist subjects are; Business Studies, PE, Art, Sociology, Psychology, Drama and German. Mrs Warren is a great allrounder, is also a mentor to students in her free periods and outside of school she coaches gymnastics and trampolining,
teaches swimming and runs a youth club!
Mrs Smith started in school in January 2020 and has a degree in Psychology. Her specialist subjects are; English, Drama,
Food Technology and Science. Outside of school Mrs Smith is very active in Cubs and Scouts becoming a leader in 2010!
Mrs Smith is a keen Harry Potter fan and has been involved in the Harry Potter book night event sharing her extensive
collection of memorabilia.
Mrs Wilson has been in school since December 2020 and has a degree in Religious Studies with Sociology and a PGCE in
Religious Studies. Her specialist subjects are PRE and Sociology and all of her children have been students here.
Miss Orton has been in school in slightly different positions as she started her QTS year in September 2020, moving to a
cover supervisor in September 2021. Her degree is in Zoology with a masters in Wildlife Health and Conservation. Miss
Orton’s specialist subjects are Science and Maths.
Miss White started in the school in November 2021. By the time you read this she will hold a degree in History and English
Language (she is currently awaiting the results!). Her specialist subjects are History and English but she is slowly re-learning
her unused German!
As you can see we are long-term staff who work hard to develop relationships with students and cover lessons with
enthusiasm.

Sociology Update
In June, students celebrated LGBTQ+ Pride month and we looked at Sociologists who
have researched this community to bring awareness around the inequalities they face
for their sexuality or gender. We also looked at some famous Sociologists who identify
as part of this community and the positive impact their research has had in society to
inspire students.
To keep up to date with Sociology and the latest news please follow us on Twitter; @SocJPSA.

Psychology Update
In July, our Year 12 students celebrated being published in the 'Journal of
Experimental Psychology' at John Port Spencer Academy. The students have carried
out four practicals throughout the year using Experiments, Correlations,
Observations and Self-Report. As part of the AQA course, they have also learnt about
inferential statistics, psychological report writing and the peer review process. They
were able to apply their knowledge and skills, by writing up one of their practicals
into a full journal article and have now been published in our first edition.
Copies can be found in the school library, sixth form centre and in Psychology classrooms. We are proud of their hard work
throughout the year and hearing how much they have learnt using professional psychological terminology. To keep up to
date with Psychology and the latest news please follow us on Twitter; @PsyJPSA.
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PTA News
As we come to the end of another academic year, we asked our volunteers and committee members what they thought
about their involvement in the PTA. What was their experience and what did they get out of it?
"I have really enjoyed helping the PTA recently, first with the Colour Run and then with the bar for Sister Act. It is so
lovely to get the chance to be involved with the school and to see the students having a great time and everyone was
really friendly and welcoming. Both events were great fun and it is lovely to be able to do something to help our school!"
Claire Shaw, Year 8 parent
“Volunteering for the PTA has helped me find out about all of the great things their fundraising has done to help improve
my son’s new school. Meeting the other friendly volunteers either at an event or in the relaxed atmosphere or the PTA
meetings has been an added bonus!! I’ve really have enjoyed volunteering so far and hope that the PTA gets a chair and
secretary and can continue its great work.” Clare Williamson, Year 8 parent
“Being a member of the PTA committee has made me significantly more connected to the John Port community (staff,
pupils, and school environment), it’s a pity I waited until my son was in Year 11 to do it!” Caroline Sayer (joined PTA
committee, Sept 21)
“Volunteering a few hours with the PTA is a great chance for parents like me, whose children joined the school during
lockdown, to join in the community, get to know other parents, support the fantastic activities that our kids need more
than ever, and have a bit of fun ourselves guessing how many hot drinks we'll sell on a hot night in Chatsworth Hall!”
Heather Davies, Year 8 parent
“I joined the PTA committee in September 2020 when my son joined John Port from Etwall Primary School. Having been
in the PTA at the primary school I wanted to carry on supporting my son at school and meet new parents. The PTA is a
great way to know more about what is going on and get involved in all the fun stuff.” Val Hobson, Year 8 parent.
“Joining the PTA committee seven years ago was a great opportunity to be in touch with what’s happening in school and
to meet other parents too. I have helped at a number of concerts and events, mostly music related, as my daughters play
in the school band. Feeling part of both the school and local community has been a great experience and you really can
be as involved as you like, every hour given is a bonus to the running of the PTA and fundraising for the school.” Laura
O’Brien, Year 13 and Year 11 parent.
“I’ve been an active member of the PTA for over five years now and have absolutely loved being involved! At times I have
not helped as much as I would have liked due to work commitments but that’s fine, there’s no pressure, you can just
help as much or as little suits you. This term it has been wonderful to help at the music concert and school show of ‘Sister
Act’ seeing all the extra time the staff of John Port give to provide our children with these amazing experiences. It’s great
to give a little back.” Rachel Richardson, Year 10 Parent.
“Helping out with the plant sale was a lot of fun, everyone was genuinely really welcoming and easy going. It felt really
good to be part of such a great fund raiser, and a fantastic opportunity to meet and chat to other parents finally!
Attending my first PTA meeting was really positive! It was the complete opposite of how I expected, everyone has a voice
and opportunity to have plenty of discussion. Every parent would want to help out if they learnt just how vital their
funding efforts benefit all the children at John Port. I look forward to being part of future events as the PTA are a
fabulous group of people!” Nicola Irving, Year 8 parent.
As well as volunteers, we are looking for new committee members, secretary and Chairperson to step forward at our next
AGM in November. For more information please contact us via jpsapta@gmail.com, our Facebook page or meet us at our
next committee meeting on Thursday 15th September at 7.00pm.
Have a great summer holiday and see you all again in September!

