NEWSLETTER
May 2022
Dear Students, Staff, Parents and Guardians,
We have had a very busy half term and are looking forward to the half term break next week.
The term started with the Spring Concert which enabled many of our Year 13 musicians to perform for their
last time at John Port and they certainly made it a memorable evening. The quality of the performances from
all students was outstanding and it was a joy to be back with live music in Chatsworth Hall once more. We
also took the opportunity to thank Jenny Silvester for all her services to the academy through the PTA and a
musical piece was dedicated to her.
GCSE and A Level examinations are now up and running after two years of cancelled exams. The students are
showing a remarkable level of resilience and their attendance and behaviour so far has been impeccable.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 all the best for the remainder of the
exam series and look forward to seeing them on the results days in August.
On Friday, I visited the Royal Society of Chemistry Analysis competition that was taking place in the science
faculty. A number of Year 12 and Year 10 students took part and it was wonderful to see our future scientists
at work.
We eventually had our visit from OFSTED last week, and after two years of waiting, we were relieved to finally
get the call. The students’ behaviour was incredible throughout and they took every opportunity to speak to
the inspectors during the two days. We hope to have our report by the end of June and will share as soon as
it is available.
I would like to wish you all a restful half term.
Kind regards,

Karen Squire
Principal

If you would like to request a printed copy of this newsletter please email us and we
will arrange this for you.
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
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Edale Roof Repairs
The Edale building roof was damaged during a storm earlier this year.
Repairs were made over
the Easter break, as
these could only be
completed
when
students were not on
the academy site.
Here are some pictures
of the repair work.

Update from the Exams Team
The National exam period is currently underway until Tuesday 28th June 2022. The
contingency date is planned for Wednesday 29th June 2022.
Results Days for 2022 are:
A Level Results Day: Thursday 18th August 2022
GCSE Results Day: Thursday 25th August 2022
Students should bring their academy ID cards with them to receive their results. If they have lost their academy ID card,
another form of identification will be required.
There are two options for any students who are not able to collect their results in person;
• Students can either provide a stamped self-addressed A5 envelope and the results will be posted. Please bear in
mind that we are not allowed to post the results before the allocated results day so depending on the post, it may
take several days to arrive.
• Alternatively, someone could collect on the student’s behalf. If this option is chosen then the person collecting
will need to bring a letter of permission written by the student. We would also need prior notice of this by emailing
exams@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk as this will ensure the results are taken to the academy main reception where
they can be collected.
Year 10 and 12 mock exams begin on Monday 20th June. Students should have received a printed copy of the mock exam
timetable, which is also on the exams page of the website. For their exams, students will need:
• At least two pens (black ink only, no gel pens)
• Two x HB pencils
• For some exams you will need a calculator
• A 30cm ruler (marked with cm and mm)
• Pencil sharpener and rubber
• Compass and protractor
• Coloured pencil crayons (not gel pens)
• A highlighter.
All items of equipment should be in a transparent pencil case or clear plastic bag and everything can be purchased from
Mrs Lester in student services.
As always, up to date information from the exams team can be found on our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/examinations/.

NEWSLETTER – Summer Term 1 2022
Home School Transport

ParentMail

The responsibility for transport to and from the academy
rests with parents, however, free school transport is
provided for some students. In such cases, it is the local
authority who organise and are responsible for the
provision of contracted services. Further information
(including a bus timetable) can be found on our website.

77% of our families use
the ParentMail app.

Download yours
now!
The app is available
from Google Play and
App Store.

http://www.johnportspencer.com/transport/

MEM Senior Maths Challenge
Well done to Martin I in Year 9
who entered the Mathematical
Education on Merseyside (MEM)
Senior Maths Challenge.
Out of 1100 entries he received
third prize and has been invited to
a prize given evening at the
University of Liverpool.
An amazing achievement – congratulations.

Student ID Cards
All students must have their ID card and wear their lanyard
when in the academy. The usual replacement charge of £2.00
per ID card and £1.00 for a new lanyard is applicable if the card
or lanyard is lost or damaged.
The ID card also doubles up as a bus pass for school bus
services. Students - Please keep your ID cards and lanyards
safe for September as you will need them for 2022/23!

Student Mobile Phones
Mobile phones and electronic devices are allowed in the academy but must be switched off and kept in school bags whilst
the students are on site. Failure to comply will result in a child having their phone removed. Persistent non-compliance will
result in a request not to bring the device into the academy.

The Enactus Project
The Enactus project is an international scheme aiming to reduce 17 key issues identified by the UN. A team of students are
working hard to tackle five of these issues within our academy, centred around affordable uniform.

The project itself is a clothing recycling scheme. If you have any good quality John Port uniform that is no longer used, we
encourage you to donate it to the Enactus project. We really appreciate all the donations we have had so far.
We are asking for donations of: blazers, trousers, skirts, shirts, ties and lanyards, aprons, PE kits, coats or other warm clothing
and school jumpers. It would be extremely helpful if donations are clean and sized. Donations can be brought to the main
reception.
Uniform will be available at no cost to students who need it. The Enactus project uniform shop is now open for everyone to
use. If you would like to enquire about any items of uniform, or if you have any questions about the project, please contact
the academy (admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk).
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Key Stage 3 Science Lessons
As part of their KS3 science lessons, Year 7 have been learning about acids and alkalis. During this topic, they test various
indicators and even have a go at making their own. Here are some photographs of their work.

If you wish to try to make your own indicator at home the instructions are below:
WHAT YOU NEED TO MAKE A RED CABBAGE INDICATOR
• Red cabbage – chopped
• Water
• A saucepan
• A sieve
• Cups or small containers
• Different substances to test – baking soda, vinegar, lemon juice and lime juice all work well.
METHOD
• Place the chopped cabbage into the pan and cover with water.
• Simmer for 10 minutes.
• Sieve the water and cabbage into a jug – you will notice that the cabbage liquid is very purple in colour.
• Leave to cool for about 30 minutes.
• Add a small amount of each test substance to a separate cup or container, try to keep the amount of test substance
the same.
• Use a pipette to drop about 20ml of red cabbage indicator into each cup and record the colour the indicator
changes to.
Safety note
• Wear safety goggles if using strong acids/bases.
• An adult should help with the chopping and heating of the cabbage.

MFL – Deutsch (German)
We are in a reflective mood as the Year 11 and Year 13 students come to the end of their respective German courses and
sit their exams, and we wish them all the very best (Viel Glück! - Good Luck)!
Annalise, one of our Year 11 German students, has kindly written about their experience so far in terms of their German
learning. “German has been my favourite subject ever since first taking it in Year 7 and my interest for it has only grown
since. The lesson style across the different teachers who have taught me has always been brilliantly structured to be
interactive and fun which is why I chose to take it at GCSE. I particularly enjoy learning about the unique practices of culture
in Germany and how these compare to our own in England. Learning the language has been a very rewarding experience
and the skills I have acquired along the way have definitely helped me in many other subjects I study which makes it even
more useful. I also feel that it has unlocked many new pathways for my future learning and I have therefore chosen to study
it at A-Level so that I can improve my language skills even further on my journey to hopefully becoming fluent one day.”
Thank you Annalise.
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Lost Property

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

There is a large amount of lost property which has not
been claimed.
Please ask students to come and check the items if they
have lost something. Please can you also make sure
property is named?
Lost property is located at Student Services in
Ashbourne Hall.

Governance at John Port Spencer
Academy
As a member school within a multi-academy trust, the
responsibility for governance of John Port Spencer
Academy is ultimately held by the Board of Trustees
appointed to the Spencer Academies Trust. The local
governing board (LGB) for John Port Spencer Academy
is responsible for scrutiny of decisions made in the
academy, driving improvement, consideration of
exclusions and for local oversight of the processes and
policies which allows the academy to work effectively
and appropriately.

www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
@JohnPortSpencer
For general enquiries, please email
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.

A big thank you to Jenny!
Jenny is stepping down from her role as Chair of the PTA this
year.
As a thank you for the many years of hard work and
commitment that Jenny has put into the PTA, she was invited
to the Music Concert as guest of honour.
Jenny said that “It was a wonderful concert and great to see
school alive again with excited students and parents together.
It’s the first time I’ve ever had the chance to sit and watch all of
a school concert .. they are rather good!”

For further details about the Spencer Academies
Trust governance structure please see our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/local-governingboard/
The John Port Spencer Academy local governing
board can be contacted by emailing:
clerktogovernors@johnportspencer.com.
If you wish to contact the governors about a
complaint, please make sure you read and follow the
Spencer Academies Complaints Policy:
http://satrust.com/policies/

Hopefully a new Chairperson can be recruited before the next
AGM in November so that the PTA can continue to raise funds
for those extra things that the academy budget does not cover.

Current Vacancies at John Port Spencer Academy
If you are interested in working at John Port Spencer Academy, or within the Spencer Academies Trust, please regularly
check our website page for current vacancies: https://vacancies.spenceracademiestrust.co.uk/

Safeguarding Newsletters
Please look out for a separate Safeguarding Newsletter that is sent out at the end of every half term. The Safeguarding
Newsletter includes important safeguarding updates from the academy and also from the local authority.
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Term Dates and INSET Days
Remaining 2021/22 Dates
Term 5

25th April 2022

- 27th May 2022

Term 6

6th June 2022

- 21st July 2022*

INSET Days*
20th July 2022
21st July 2022
2022/23 Dates
Term 1

1st September 2022* - 21st October 2022*

Term 2

31st October 2022

- 22nd December 2022

Term 3

9th January 2023

- 17th February 2023

Term 4

27th February 2023* - 31st March 2023

Term 5

17th April 2023

- 26th May 2023

Term 6

5th June 2023

- 21st July 2023*

INSET Days*
1st September 2022
21st October 2022
27th February 2023
20th July 2023
21st July 2023

Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
1st May 2023
Staggered Start - September 2022
2nd September 2022 – Years 7 and 12 only
5th September 2022 - All year groups return

Creative Writing Club
From Tuesday 17th May 2022, there will be a Creative Writing Club
weekly from 3:15pm until 4:00pm in C11.
All students from Years 7-9 are welcome.
The purpose of the club is for students to unleash their creativity
beyond the classroom.
Each week will consist of different writing tasks and themes for
students to immerse themselves in, such as crime fiction writing
and descriptive writing.
Not only will it give students expressive freedom, but it will be an
opportunity for them to meet a mixture of people whom they
may not usually encounter throughout the school day.
All they need to bring is their imagination (and ideally… a pen). It
would be lovely to see some new faces!

Students will need to make their own transport
arrangements for after school and get permission from
their parents to attend.

Basketball Scoreboards
Earlier this academic year, the Repton School
Governors gave us the opportunity to bid for a
grant to support a single project to promote the
education for children or young people who
reside in Repton and Etwall.
Following the COVID lockdowns, to promote
physical activity, health and wellbeing, the PE
department have started entering basketball
teams into the local Junior NBA competitions and
have had lots of boys and girls interested across
all school year groups. Therefore, we applied for
a grant for digital basketball scoreboards. Our
application was successful and the new digital
scoreboards are now installed.
Thank you
Repton
School and
the Sir John
Port Charity
Grant
Scheme.
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Art Update – Year 7 & 8 work
Please have a look at some of the fabulous work below that has been done by our Year 7 and 8 students.
Year 7 students have looked at the work of Cezanne and created a pencil colour drawing that focussed on the use of
complementary colours. Some of their pictures of bottles and fruit are below:

Year 8 students have been drawing eyes, to practice observing tonal changes and recording them in pencil tone:

Junior Maths Challenge
Year 7 and Year 8 Students took part in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge on 28th April. To prepare them
for this we ran lunchtime and afterschool sessions for the students. These sessions had a great buzz and
energy from the students working together and discussing their solutions and ideas with each other.
Well done to everyone that took part. Those who achieved a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate are listed
below.
Year 7
• Bronze – Katherine A, Ava B, Finlay B, Josh B, Harry D, Caitlin I, Kieran J, Henry L, James L, Nate M, Ruben N, Amelie
P, Merry S, Sasha S, Lois T, Lottie T, Cullen W,
• Silver – Isaac B, Oscar J, Rufus J, Katie L, Archie M, Willow O, Corey S, Milly T, Logan W
Year 8
• Bronze – Daisy B, Isabel B, Siena B, Dylan C, Emma D, Morgan D, Sophie D, Fredrick E, Isla F, Neve F, Emily-Rose G,
Thomas G, Will H, Benjamin J, Leo J, Archie O, Darcey O, Verdant P, Keira P, Matthew P, Dylan S-H, Ekam W, RoxieMai W,
• Silver – Bethany A, Scarlett B, Emily C, Joe C, Luke D, George E, Olivia E, George F, Jack H, Dylan M, Isla M, Noah M,
Aiden R, George R, Emily S, Tyler T, Ezra W, Lucas W, Sophie W
• Gold – Isaac B, Paige P-J, Jake R, Oliver R, Matthew V
A special mention to Paige P-J and Jake R going on to compete in the Junior Mathematical Kangaroo and to Isaac B for
getting best in school who is going on to compete in the Junior Mathematical Olympiad.
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Attendance and Absence

Spencer Superstars

To report an absence (in Years 7 – 11), please email
attendance@johnportspencer.com by 8:45am stating your
child’s name, form group and reason for absence. If your child
is ill, please provide a brief description of their symptoms. Email
is our preferred way of receiving absence notifications as this
removes the need for parents to write a note to their child’s
form tutor on their return. Alternatively, please telephone the
absence line on 01283 735181. Please report this on a daily
basis unless the length of the absence is known. For medical
appointment notifications, please email the details of the
appointment to attendance@johnportspencer.com and attach
a copy of the appointment card, letter or text message. Please
include your child’s name and form group in the email.

On Friday 13th May, it was Spencer Superstars day. At
John Port Spencer Academy, we held a non-uniform day
to raise funds for the Spencer Superstars Charitable
Foundation and we raised £1310.00.

In the event of your child leaving the academy during the day
without adult supervision, please ensure you email
attendance@johnportspencer.com. Please include your child’s
name, form group, reason for leaving early, method of
transport and also ensure you state that you ‘absolve John Port
Spencer Academy of all responsibility’ so that we can allow your
child to leave during the day. Without written consent, your
child will not be allowed to leave the academy site. For other
absences such as holiday, interview, a sporting event, funerals
and any other non-medical absence please complete a Leave of
Absence for Exceptional Circumstances Form.

The Spencer Superstars Charitable Foundation (SSCF)
has been set up by the Trust to support students who
need financial assistance to enable them to reach their
goals across the following disciplines:
• The Arts
• Sports
• Science & Technology
• Entrepreneurship
• Conservation
• Wellbeing & Healthy Lifestyles
• Community Projects
The grants are not means-tested so are available to all
students. More information regarding applications for
funding will be given in the near future.
Further details are also available here:
https://spencersuperstars.com/.

To report an absence for Year 12 and 13, please email the Sixth
Form team at sixthform@johnportspencer.com.
Thank you for your support. The Attendance Team

Making Links Schools Challenge
Virtual Grand Final Winner – Lucile M-F (Year 12)
Lucile wrote “Earlier this year, I took part in the
Making Links School Challenge 2022, run by the
Magic Circle law firm Linklaters. I began by
submitting a 5-slide presentation focusing on the
topic of change in the context of business, and was shortlisted to join a commercial law insight webinar. I then sent off a 2minute video presentation on the same topic and was selected to present to a panel of industry professionals two days later.
Out of the four participants selected, I was very grateful to be chosen as the winner of the competition and I was invited onto
the Making Links discovery programme with Linklaters, over the next 18 months.”
In recognition of Lucile’s achievement, the academy has been presented with £3,000 to be invested in projects and activities
to help build students’ academic curiosity and confidence to explore opportunities to broaden their business experience.
This is an amazing achievement – well done and thank you Lucile.
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PTA – Top News Stories
The Summer Term is blooming
It has been fantastic to have events taking place at the academy once more. A massive thank you to the local community,
parents and staff for their support, it is not possible without you!
Events Update
Year 7 Disco on Thursday 7th April: After having to delay the welcome disco for the Year 7’s from October last year, it was
great to see the students having lots of fun. They clearly enjoyed the event with plenty of sweets and soft drinks consumed!
Spring Music concert on Thursday 28th April: The amazing musical talents at John Port Spencer Academy were showcased
in this wonderful evening. The students were framed by the new stage curtains funded by the PTA and the piano (also
funded by the PTA) was beautifully played. The event raised money for the music department and the PTA.
Bedding plant sale on Saturday 7th May: The PTA’s biggest event of the year! The sun shone for us this year, as 25
volunteers sorted, delivered, and helped with collection of over 4000 plants. We look forward to seeing all the colour
around the houses as everything blossoms over the coming months. This event helped raise over £2000.00 for the
academy. Thank you for getting involved.
Upcoming Events
Whole school colour run: Back after three years of absence, the annual 3km colour fun run will take place around the
academy on 8th July. Parent volunteers needed - please contact us at pta@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Sister Act – the Musical: The academy production will take place on the 11th, 12th, 13th and 15th of July. Tickets are on sale
from 1st June and can be purchased from the JPSA website https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/jpsaboxoffice. Parent
volunteers are needed to help run the bar and café. Please contact us at pta@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Electric Disco: We are hoping to hold another school disco in July. Further details to follow.
Plea for a Chairperson
There’s still Time: The PTA is still looking for a new Chairperson and Secretary for the next academic year. There is an
active and enthusiastic committee, but these two key roles need to be in place at the next AGM in November 2022 or the
PTA will be wound down. If you want to know more, then please contact us at pta@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk or via our
Facebook page.
Here are some colourful pictures from our hugely successful plant sale.
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Chatsworth Theatre Events

Parent Consultations 2022/23
As you are aware, we have been running virtual parent
consultations recently due to COVID and the ongoing impact that
this has had.
We would like your views about parent consultations before we
plan the calendar for the 2022/23 academic year.
Please complete this short survey by Wednesday 8th June:
https://forms.gle/kLrKVQY1gdVhehNw5.

Staff vs Sixth Form football match
On Friday 29th April, there was a friendly Staff vs Sixth Form football
match held at the academy to raise money for The MS Society. This
was a really fun occasion and the last match for our Year 13
students.
A brilliant £354.00 was raised. Thank you to everyone who
supported this event.
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PE News
Football
This term, the Year 9’s played in the Division A playoff final against Chellaston. It was a close game with John Port having
a lot of possession, but the team were unable to convert the chances they had created. After finishing 0-0 the game went
straight to penalties, with both sides showing nerves and missing penalties. On this occasion it was Chellaston who secured
the win 7-6. Unfortunately, this was not the result the team wanted, however they played very well and can hopefully go
one step further next season.
Basketball
The Year 8 team played in the NBA playoffs against Woodlands losing 26-10. Whilst only 6 players were available they
performed very well, conceding the majority of the baskets in the final quarter when fatigue set in.
Athletics
A handful of students from Years 7-10 will be competing in the Burton and District School’s athletics competition at
Shobnall on Tuesday 24th May and Tuesday 7th June. They will each take part in a number of track and field events on both
days. We had some amazing results from the day 1 competition and wish all the students competing across both
competitions the best of luck!
Cricket
Cricket training has begun for Years 9 and 10 on a Wednesday and Years 7 and 8 on a Thursday. Games will commence
either side of half term with local Derby City schools.
GCSE and A-Level PE Moderation Days
The Year 11 GCSE PE and Year 13 A level PE students were involved in their respective practical moderation days recently.
The Year 13 students travelled to Repton and were moderated in football, dance and rugby. John Port hosted the GCSE
moderation day and Year 11 students were moderated in dance, athletics, netball, football and badminton. All students
involved in both days performed brilliantly and were a credit to the school and the PE department. Well done all!
Rounders
Rounders practice for all year groups is on Wednesdays after school from 3pm until 4pm. All students are welcome to
attend. Rounders tournaments will be starting soon for KS3 and 4:
• Year 7 - Wednesday 8th June
• Year 8 - Tuesday 14th June
• Year 10 - Tuesday 28th June
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News from the Sixth Form
It has been a busy time for the sixth form and we continue to be very proud of how hard they have been working. We were
delighted to host a Year 13 leaver’s lunch and it was a pleasure to award students for their effort, determination and
resilience in their subjects with certificates and prizes. A huge well done to all students who received an award.
We continued the celebrations with Year 13 with their prom at Derby Conference Centre. It
was an emotional evening for students and staff who have been through so much together in
the pandemic. Year 13 had a really enjoyable evening with some great food, dancing and some
student awards.
On behalf of the sixth form team I would like to thank all students and parents for the kind
words, cards and gifts we have received. We have been really touched with everyone’s
generosity.
Year 13 exams have been underway this week and we are impressed with all the hard work
and revision of our students. We wish them the best of luck with their revision over half term
and a good rest too. We look forward to celebrating their successes in the summer.
Year 12 have their mocks approaching and we look forward to seeing their results and to supporting students with these
exams. We are really excited for our Year 12’s to be doing a week of work experience between 4th and 8th July. Information
has gone out to parents and students but if you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Stevenson
(CSt@johnport.derbsyhire.sch.uk). Year 12’s will also be given lots of support with the UCAS process. We will be recruiting
Year 12’s to leadership positions in our Student Voice in the summer term, which is an exciting opportunity. Many thanks to
our Year 13’s who have done so much for our students and academy through the Student Leadership Team.
Finally, we are delighted to be having a Taster Day for our Year 11’s on Friday 1st July who have been offered conditional
offers for the sixth form. Information has been sent out regarding this and further information will be coming out after half
term. We are also looking forward to running some further charity events in the Summer Term.
Have a lovely half term,
Mrs Swift and the Sixth Form Team

Queens Jubilee Art
Competition Winners
In celebration of the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, students were invited to
design a Jubilee inspired piece of
work. The winners are below. Thank
you to all students who took part.
1st Prize – Emily S (Year 8)
2nd Prize – Isabel H (Year 7)
3rd Prize – Jenson S (Year 7)
Runner up prizes
Evie J (Year 7)
Sophie W (Year 7)
Ethan M (Year 8)
Isabella T (Year 8)
Charlie T (Year 11)

Etwall Well Dressing (50th Anniversary)
Members of JPSA Senior Wind Band conducted by Mrs Hodgson and Junior
Orchestra conducted by Ava O in Year 13 played at the Etwall Well Dressing on
Sunday 22nd May.
The programme ranged from Vivaldi to ABBA and a large audience gathered to
listen to the music. For some members of Junior Orchestra, it was their first concert
playing as part of a school
ensemble and for some students in
Year 11 and Year 13, this was their
final concert and they played some
of their favourite pieces with style
and enthusiasm.
It was fantastic for our students to
be able to play at an event like this
again after a two-year absence.
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Technology
and Engineering News
Within Technology and Engineering, we have now started the
fifth and final rotation of the year with our Year 9 groups.
As part of the pewter project, some groups within the year group
have been completing a design and make activity based around
the topic of metal casting.
They have manually produced their own unique moulds and cast
the items using a combination of pewter, with some using acrylic
in places.

Well done to those that produced an item in rotation 4.
The quality of the outcomes is fantastic!

School's Analysis Competition

Year 9 Warwick University Trip

On Friday 20th May, 13 of our Year 12 student and 6 of our Year 10
students entered the RSC Analysis Competition.
This year, the analytical challenge focused on the ingredients that
make the perfect fish and chips. The students were presented with
familiar and unfamiliar experiments analysing a variety of foods.
The aim was to try to reduce the carbon footprint of the meal,
from comparing locally source apple cider vinegar to the normal
malt vinegar, and evaluating the protein content of local flours.
Well done to all students who took part.

On 11th May, we took eight Year 9 students to
Warwick University to attend the graduation event
for taking part in a 12 weeks Scholars Programme ran
by the Brilliant Club.
During the Scholars Programme, students were
taught a challenging course beyond the curriculum
by a world class researcher. They took part in
university style tutorials and completed a
dissertation at the end summarising what they had
learnt.
They developed key skills including critical thinking,
subject knowledge, written communication, and
university self-efficacy with the aim to provide them
with the success to progress onto the most highly
selective universities. We are extremely proud of all
of the students selected to take part and they should
be very pleased with their fantastic achievements.
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John Port Spencer Academy Spring Concert
Written by Emily C in Year 8
On 28th April, John Port presented a Spring Concert with a
large variety of music genres- from Vivaldi to Adele! The
Senior Wind Band, Junior Orchestra and the Rebel Clefs all
performed, as well as some very talented instrumental and
vocal soloists.
An act that really stood out to the audience was Year 7’s Isla
and Frankie’s brilliant piano performance, their own
composition.
The preview of the school’s production of Sister Act in July
was also very memorable. All of the acts were very
impressive and the audience enjoyed watching all of the
amazingly talented students.
As a member of the Senior Wind Band, I found the Spring Concert great. Everybody was so excited that, after a long break
due to COVID, we’d be performing in a concert again. I really enjoyed the whole concert and all the other musicians really
enjoyed it too - being given the chance to perform is such a great experience and the audience’s response made it even
better. I’m really looking forward for all the brilliant concerts to come!

Geography - coastal and fluvial landforms
Year 10 have been making coastal and fluvial landforms out of cake!
They used the layers of cake to represent hard and soft rock and annotated them with processes of erosion to explain their
formation. Here are a few examples of their creativity:
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School Travel Plan - Student Survey - responses required
As part of the academy expansion proposal, we are updating our School Travel Plan.
We have sent a survey to all staff and students and hope to be able to use this information to improve transport links to the
academy. We have had just over 700 student replies but need over 1500 to get a real picture of the barriers to travel that
students face. Therefore, we are inviting parents to complete this survey (with their child) to share views on travel to the
academy. Here is the link to the survey: https://forms.gle/2ccv5pGUPQuvGTGfA.
We would be grateful if you could speak with your child and help them to complete the survey if they haven’t already, so
we can get more information.
Thank you in anticipation of your assistance.
M Walker-Endsor
Estates and Facilities Manager
John Port Spencer Academy

John Port Spencer Academy Uniform – Survey Results and Outcomes
Thank you for all your responses to the Uniform survey. New school uniform guidance means that schools in England must
ensure uniform costs are reasonable and that parents get the best value for money. Therefore, we are taking steps to remove
unnecessary branded items and to allow more high-street options.
The Enactus Project will also ensure that second-hand uniforms are available, which also helps to work towards achieving
net zero carbon emissions. In the UK, an estimated 350,000 tonnes of clothes end up in landfill every year and encouraging
families to use second-hand uniform can reduce waste and bring down emissions from manufacturing new garments, while
making it cost-effective for families.
We are pleased to say that, of the 361 responses we received, 79.5% of parents think that the John Port Spencer Academy
school uniform (excluding PE kit) requirements are reasonable. 62% of parents think that the uniform (excluding PE kit) is
affordable.
Parents would like to see more choice of suppliers, which is something that we are looking to resolve as soon as possible.
One option to reduce costs will be a sew on badge, with nearly 40% of the parents who responded saying that they would
consider the badge option. We hope to source a supplier for these soon and sell these at Student Services in A Hall.
The survey results were overwhelmingly in favour of a gender neutral / unisex PE kit with fewer logo’d items. We are working
with suppliers to see what options can be provided.
54% of parents who responded said that they would like to access the Enactus project for uniform items. 74.2% of parents
said that they will donate good quality used items to the Enactus project. Therefore, there should be plenty of items available
to students who need them. There were some questions about whether we could provide an online used uniform ‘shop’
however the project is managed by students and we don’t have the expertise. Currently, if you wish to access the Enactus
project for uniform items, please contact your child’s Head of Year or email admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
We have also read the individual comments about uniform and will take these into consideration when looking at options.
We will keep parents/guardians informed about any uniform changes and new suppliers over the next few months. Please
be reassured that current uniform will still be valid and will not need to be replaced to align with any of the changes.
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Safeguarding, Year Team and Subject Contact Details 2021/22
Safeguarding Team – in the first instance email safeguarding@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr L Shepherd
LS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Golaub
CGo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Lead for Prevent
Mr N Collier
NCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Leads for Looked After Children
Miss A Stocks
ASTo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer – Year 7 Link
Mrs A Brown
ABRo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer - Lead for Mental Health Mr W Perry
WP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Family Support Worker
Mrs V Davies
VDa@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Link Governor for Safeguarding
Mrs E Twigg
clerktogovernors@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Pastoral Leadership
Year 7

Head of Year
Miss D Woodward
DWO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr N Collier
NCO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss K Potter
KPO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr L Bray
LBy@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs L Orr
LOR@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs R Lowndes
RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Pastoral Manager
Miss A Beresford
ABE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Coope
CCP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Gaynor
CGA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs T Dare
TDA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss H Perry
HPE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Fisher
CFi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

SEND
SENCO

Miss A Stocks

SEND@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Heads of Faculty
Maths
English
Science
Expressive Arts
Technology

Miss A Smith
Mrs C Smitton
Mrs C Cox
Mr A Mitchell
Mr B Croft

ALS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CAS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
AM@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
BC@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Careers
Head of Careers
Careers Co-Ordinator

Mrs R Lowndes
Mrs S Coulson

RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
SCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Year 12/13

John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street, Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Tel: 01283 291018
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

