NEWSLETTER
March/April 2022
Dear Students, Staff, Parents and Guardians,
I would like to thank you all for your understanding over the past couple of weeks. We have had a significant
number of staff absent from the academy with COVID-19. Despite this situation, the academy has remained
calm and focused and learning has been able to continue across all year groups.
As ever, it has been a busy term as documented in our newsletter, students should look back and feel proud
of their many achievements.
Alongside our classroom provision, extra-curricular provision continues to flourish – with sporting events,
technology opportunities, science clubs and the academy performances. I really would urge all of our students
to get involved in at least one extracurricular activity, either in the academy or the local community, now
these opportunities have returned.
Our community can always be relied upon to show generosity of spirit, with the terrible unfolding of events
in Ukraine, students and staff were keen to offer help. I have never seen as many cakes as the sixth form
produced for their cake sale and there is never a shortage of customers when it comes to cake! Thank you to
staff, parents, guardians and students for your contributions.
Year 11 and Year 13 students have continued their preparations for the summer exams which are now fast
approaching. I have been struck by the commitment and composure shown by both year groups while
preparing for and undertaking mock exams. We are extremely proud of this response from our students, and
I know they will achieve the results they deserve in the summer.
We are looking forward to the summer term as the academy returns to normal. We have the school
production, various trips and sporting events in the next few months as well as welcoming our Year 6 students
for visits in July.
I hope that you all have an enjoyable break, and look forward to seeing students refreshed and ready to
accept the challenges of the new summer term.
Kind regards,

Karen Squire
Principal
If you would like to request a printed copy of this newsletter please email us and we
will arrange this for you.
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
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British Deaf Association Sign Language Week
Emily in Year 13 is currently learning BSL level 2 and created a PowerPoint linked to national sign language
week to share with students during form time.
Here are some facts and details from her PowerPoint presentation:
• Sign Language Week is celebrated each year in March to coincide with the anniversary of the recognition of British
Sign Language (BSL) by the UK Government in 2003.
• On Friday 18th March, the BSL Act has its 3rd reading in parliament. When passed, this will give legal status to BSL, so
government and public services will need to provide information to Deaf people in BSL.
• There are over 87,000 people in the UK who use BSL as their first language and Derby has one of the largest Deaf
populations in the UK.
Challenge yourself to learn some sign language today!

Update from the Exams Team
The exam period for 2022 has been set as Monday 16th May 2022 until Tuesday 28th June 2022. The contingency date is
planned for Wednesday 29th June 2022.
With exams just around the corner, now is the time to make sure you have all the correct equipment. Students will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At least two pens (black ink only, no gel pens)
Two x HB pencils
For some exams you will need a calculator
A 30cm ruler (marked with cm and mm)
Pencil sharpener and rubber
Compass and protractor
Coloured pencil crayons (not gel pens)
A highlighter.

All items of equipment should be in a transparent pencil case or clear plastic bag and everything can be purchased from
Mrs Lester in student services.
Students must ensure their calculators conform to the examination regulations. If in doubt, check with the subject teacher.
Remove any covers or instructions and make sure batteries are new.
It can also get very warm in exam rooms during the summer so we strongly recommend that students bring a drink of
water with them. Water should be in a transparent bottle with no writing/branding on and should not have a label.
As always, up to date information from the exams team can be found on our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/examinations/.
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Home School Transport

ParentMail

The responsibility for transport to and from the academy
rests with parents, however, free school transport is
provided for some students. In such cases, it is the local
authority who organise and are responsible for the
provision of contracted services. Further information
(including a bus timetable) can be found on our website.

77% of our families use
the ParentMail app.

Download yours
now!
The app is available
from Google Play and
App Store.

http://www.johnportspencer.com/transport/

Bronze Level Science Club
At the end of February, the Bronze Level Science Club
had a great final evening using the more powerful
microscope to look at a whole variety of different items
from pond water to tissue samples.
Here are some wonderful photographs that were taken
by one of the students.

Student ID Cards
All students must have their ID card and wear their lanyard
when in the academy. The usual replacement charge of £2.00
per ID card and £1.00 for a new lanyard is applicable if the card
or lanyard is lost or damaged. The ID card also doubles up as a
bus pass for school bus services.

Student Mobile Phones
Mobile phones and electronic devices are allowed in the
academy but must be switched off and kept in school bags
whilst the students are on site. Failure to comply will result in
a child having their phone removed. Persistent noncompliance will result in a request not to bring the device into
the academy.

The Enactus Project
The Enactus project is an international scheme aiming to reduce 17 key issues identified by the UN. A team of students are
working hard to tackle five of these issues within our academy, centred around affordable uniform.

The project itself is a clothing recycling scheme. If you have any good quality John Port uniform that is no longer used, we
encourage you to donate it to the Enactus project. We really appreciate all the donations we have had so far.
We are asking for donations of: blazers, trousers, skirts, shirts, ties and lanyards, aprons, PE kits, coats or other warm clothing
and school jumpers. It would be extremely helpful if donations are clean and sized. Donations can be brought to the main
reception.
Uniform will be available at no cost to students who need it. The Enactus project uniform shop is now open for everyone to
use. If you would like to enquire about any items of uniform, or if you have any questions about the project, please contact
the academy (admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk).
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Derbyshire City and County Youth Orchestra or Derby and Derbyshire School’s
Orchestra Residential
Written by Zak H-G in Year 11
During February half term, 14 John Port students, from Year 8 to Year 13, took
part in a residential course for Derbyshire City and County Youth Orchestra and
Derby & Derbyshire Schools' Orchestra. The orchestras usually meet twice a year
for residential courses in February and July.
The orchestras prepare high-standard repertoire - Symphonies by renowned
composers such as Schubert, Berlioz and Beethoven; Traditional Scottish and
English folk tunes; a selection of songs from renowned films such as the Sound
of Music, James Bond, the Dam busters; and many more - in rehearsals with
accomplished instrumentalists tutoring for the duration of the courses.
There is also time for recreation and socialising with like-minded musicians from across the city and county. The end of
the course culminates with a concert in venues across Derbyshire, such as the Reach in Pride Park, and the Pavilion Gardens
in Buxton, with esteemed guests such as the Mayor of Derby attending. It is a tremendous course, with many opportunities
for young, aspiring, talented musicians who want a taster of orchestral playing.

Thanks to the PTA from Food Tech!
A huge thank you to the PTA for funding 3 Samsung
tablets. Being able to record the food the students
have produced has really encouraged engagement
with cooking and presenting their dishes. The KS3
students in particular have loved making recipe
books with pictures of their food and the quality of
written work to support the food has improved.
Some photos of Year 7 and 8 work are below.
We would have really struggled to buy these out of
our budget so thank you PTA!

Career Mark
Gold Award
John Port Spencer Academy are pleased to
announce that the revalidation for the National
Quality in Careers Standard ‘Career Mark Gold
Award’ for CEIAG (Careers Education, Information, Advice and
Guidance) provision has been successful and we have been
awarded the accolade for another two years (until 1st March
2024).
We are very proud of this achievement.
If you would like further details about careers, please have a look
at our website page: www.johnportspencer.com/careers

Year 8 & 9 Netball Tournament
On Tuesday 8th March, the Year 8 and Year 9 girls came 2nd in the Netball
Tournament.
They played fantastically - winning four games, drawing two and only
losing one! Well done to Ruby C, Tallulah M, Sophie G, Amber F, Ellen M,
Cassie T, Evie N and Lilly May B.
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Lost Property

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

There is a large amount of lost property which has not
been claimed.
Please ask students to come and check the items if they
have lost something. Please can you also make sure
property is named?
Lost property is located at Student Services in
Ashbourne Hall.

Governance at John Port Spencer
Academy
As a member school within a multi-academy trust, the
responsibility for governance of John Port Spencer
Academy is ultimately held by the Board of Trustees
appointed to the Spencer Academies Trust. The local
governing board (LGB) for John Port Spencer Academy
is responsible for scrutiny of decisions made in the
academy, driving improvement, consideration of
exclusions and for local oversight of the processes and
policies which allows the academy to work effectively
and appropriately.

www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
@JohnPortSpencer
For general enquiries, please email
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.

Food Tech Club News
After school on Tuesdays, this term has been filled with
wonderful sights and aromas of Pancakes, Pad Thai, Macarons,
Lemon Meringue Pies, Burritos, Paella and Decorated Focaccias.
The next generation of MasterChefs are in training at John Port!
Well done to all of you, especially the Amelies and Phoebes,
Serena and Emily, Erin and Jess, Jack, Ben and Will, Sophie and
Rachel. Highlights below:

For further details about the Spencer Academies
Trust governance structure please see our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/local-governingboard/
The John Port Spencer Academy local governing
board can be contacted by emailing:
clerktogovernors@johnportspencer.com.
If you wish to contact the governors about a
complaint, please make sure you read and follow the
Spencer Academies Complaints Policy:
http://satrust.com/policies/

Current Vacancies at John Port Spencer Academy
If you are interested in working at John Port Spencer Academy, or within the Spencer Academies Trust, please regularly
check our website page for current vacancies: https://vacancies.spenceracademiestrust.co.uk/

Safeguarding Newsletters
Please look out for a separate Safeguarding Newsletter that is sent out at the end of every half term. The Safeguarding
Newsletter includes important safeguarding updates from the academy and also from the local authority.
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Term Dates and INSET Days
Remaining 2021/22 Dates
Term 4

28th February 2022

- 8th April 2022

Term 5

25th April 2022

- 27th May 2022

Term 6

6th June 2022

- 21st July 2022*

INSET Days*
20th July 2022
21st July 2022

Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
2nd May 2022

Chemistry Olympiad
In February, 18 chemistry students in Years 12
and 13 participated in the year 13 Chemistry
Olympiad. They had a range of topical
problems to tackle from the introduction of
E10 petrol, a grade of petrol which contains up
to 10% renewable fuel, the quantitative
chemistry in lateral flow tests, and explored a
technique which allows vaccines to be stored
at room temperature.

2022/23 Dates
Term 1

1st September 2022* - 21st October 2022*

Term 2

31st October 2022

- 22nd December 2022

Term 3

9th January 2023

- 17th February 2023

Term 4

27th February 2023* - 31st March 2023

Term 5

17th April 2023

- 26th May 2023

Term 6

5th June 2023

- 21st July 2023*

INSET Days*
1st September 2022
21st October 2022
27th February 2023
20th July 2023
21st July 2023

Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
1st May 2023

3 of our students obtained a silver award Connie L, Jacob G and Ben F. 8 of our students
obtained a bronze award – Matthew C, Ever
M, Alfie W, Elliot M, Matthew O, Jude S, Eilidh
H and Flynn W
This is an incredibly challenging competition
with 8668 students from around the UK
participating this year. Well done to all
students who took part.

Staggered Start - September 2022
2nd September 2022 – Years 7 and 12 only
5th September 2022 - All year groups return

PTA Spring Bedding Plant Sale
Our annual Spring Bedding Plant Sale will be on 7th May. We will be selling plants from the same local supplier as we have
previously used. Orders are to be collected from the school bus park between 10:30-12:30pm. This year there will be a
limited delivery service to Etwall and Egginton only (minimum order value of £15 for delivery).
Please use this Plant Sale 2022 Order Form to pre order your plants and hanging baskets. No money is required with the
pre order as payment is on collection or delivery.
Please return order forms to:
• Mrs Lester at Student Services by Friday 8th April (end of term)
• Drop off at Etwall Post office or Etwall Pharmacy by Friday 15th April
• Email orders to PTA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk. by Friday 15th April
Please ensure that you provide contact details on the form. We will contact you after 15 th April to confirm acceptance of
your order. On order collection, payment via cash, cheque or card will be accepted. For delivery, payment is cash or cheque
only.
This is a great opportunity to purchase high quality plants from a local wholesale nursery who normally supply the garden
centres. By buying them through JPSA PTA, you get a great selection of bedding plants and help raise funds for our school!
If you require more information, please email PTA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Thank you for your support, JPSA PTA

NEWSLETTER – Spring Term 2022
Congratulations to Martin in Year 9
During the February half-term
break, Martin became the
County Champion in the 50
and 100m Freestyle, 50 and
100m backstroke and the
100m Breaststroke.
This is an amazing achievement – well done Martin!

M3 Maths Challenge
Written by Ben, Ever and Tyler in Year 12
The MathWorks Math Modelling Challenge is a modelling
maths challenge based in the UK and USA where students
experience what it is like to work as a team, and tackle a realworld problem.
John Port Spencer Academy entered a team of three Year 12
students (Ben, Ever and Tyler) with Mr Freeman acting as the
coach and tutor for the team.
The team was challenged with creating a model to estimate
the proportion of people that will be working from home in
given years, locations and professions and apply it to various
cities across the UK and USA.
The solution the team submitted was looked over by the
judges of the M3 and unfortunately did not advance to the
next round, however in the process the team gained many
skills both in and out of mathematics, such as report writing,
research skills and working as a team.
The team would like to give a huge thank you to Mr Freeman
for all the time and work he put into researching and
preparing the team for the challenge.

Aid Ukraine Charity Donations
John Port Spencer Academy recently donated some of our
spare period products to the Aid Ukraine Charity in Burton
on Trent. They were really grateful! And we still have loads
spare for the students. They are looking for donations of
cleaning products, sanitary items, and beauty products like
shower gel, toothpaste etc.

Music Therapy Careers Talk
Written by Annie S in Year 13
I recently participated in a Music Therapy careers talk
alongside students from the Year 11 and Year 10 GCSE
music classes.
The talk was delivered by Kelly Luk, an MA student
originally from Hong Kong but currently studying Music
Therapy at Derby University. Her talk was really
interesting and provided us with multiple examples of
how we can use music therapy to achieve different goals.
For example, Kelly showed us a video of a music therapist
using the rhythm of the music to teach someone to
regain their ability to talk and walk after suffering a
stroke. It can also be used as a way for those who are
non-verbal to communicate how they feel. From the talk,
I gained many tips and skills that I can take into the
future, where I hope to teach in a Special Needs school.

Science Week (11th – 20th March)
Poster Competition Winners
Well done to Gabby B in Year 7 for winning first prize in
the Science Week poster competition.
Runners up are:
Zak T, Sophie H, Charlotte B, Rudy M S and Isabelle R.
Thank you to everyone who took part.
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Red Nose Day – Friday 18th March 2022
On Friday 18th March, students enjoyed a non-uniform day to raise money for
Comic Relief. Thank you to everyone who donated – the academy raised a
fantastic £1333.00 from the non-uniform event.
Huge congratulations also go to the 28 Sixth Form students who stayed awake
(and in school!) for 24 hours on Friday 18th March. They raised an amazing £864.00
in total for Comic Relief so their sleepless night was more than worth it. They did
themselves proud! Thank you to all the staff that stayed awake to support the
students and enabled to Stay Awake to go ahead.
Connie, our Head Girl, said that “the students who took part had a range of games, snacks and no sleep whatsoever! Not
only was this a fun-filled experience, but the amount raised quadrupled the fundraising target.” Connie and the student
voice team are so proud and thankful to everyone who was involved or donated.

Spanish Update
It has been a very short and busy half term in the Spanish department. All of KS3 have studied 'Las Fallas' as their cultural
lesson and they all enjoyed the catchy song. You can see some of the amazing work that they have produced below.
Student have also been studying;
• Year 7 - the topic of school and how to tell the time
• Year 8- food, drink and healthy living
• Year 9- holidays and how to book accommodation in Spain
The Spanish department wish everyone a restful and happy Easter break.

Year 9 Maths Masterclass
Over this past half term, Year 9 students have been attending maths sessions after school on a Thursday, with close to 60
attending every session! It has been great to see students working together so well to improve their abilities and boost
their confidence. Every student was given a booklet of questions (and a biscuit) focused on that week’s topic with Mr
Freeman and Mrs Hodgson there to support.
After the Easter break, there are some more sessions available and we are looking forward to having the Year 9’s attend.
See the schedule below for the dates and topics:
Session 5: Thursday 28th April - Expanding and Factorising Brackets (Single and Double)
Session 6: Thursday 5th May - Changing the Subject of a Formula
Session 7: Thursday 19th May - Angles (Angles in Polygons / Exterior Angles)
Session 8: Thursday 26th May - Probability

NEWSLETTER – Spring Term 2022
Perse the Final Round!
For an intense hour on the morning of 25th March, six budding Computer Scientists rose to the final Perse Coding Team
Challenge. It was great that our KS4 Computer Coders were joined by two amazing KS3 students from Year 8 and 9.
The two teams entered were named appropriately England and Wales!! Unfortunately, one of the England team had to
pull out of the competition due to COVID and was greatly missed but an able substitute joined the team. The questions
were hard and all rose to the challenge. It was great to see the determination as the clock was ticking.
This is a national competition and John Port Spencer Academy is one of the few non-independent schools that went
through to the final round. The results will be known in the next couple of weeks.
Each student enjoys demonstrating the prowess of getting into the final round, being in the top number of computer
coding students in the country, and with the possibility of winning prize money!

Live Lecture Day

Health and Social Care News

Our A Level English Language students took part in Live
Lecture Day on Thursday 3rd March. This day event was
run by Sovereign Education and was
broadcast live. It was packed full of useful,
informative information that covered
important aspects of the syllabus.

Well done to our fabulous Year 11 Health and Social Care
Cambridge National students who worked hard and
achieved fantastic grades in their January
external examination. A shout out in particular to
Gideon who scored an amazing 98%.

18 KS5 students attended. They felt that the day was a
really positive, interesting insight into the course. We
look forward to running and taking part in similar events
in the future.

Physics Olympiad
Congratulations to the A level Year 12 physics
students who all received commendations in the
Physics Olympiad, with Tyler S achieving a bronze
award. The Olympiad is set at an extremely high
level, with only the top physics students at A level
entering the competition.

Also, well done to the Year 10 students who are working
incredibly hard. Special mentions from Mrs Baker to Eleanor
A, Louisa H, Holly D, Sarah T and Millie A who have worked
incredibly hard this term.
We are super proud of you all.

Year 12 Biology
Year 12 Biologists have been
studying adaptations of gas
exchange surfaces. They have learnt
about the alveoli in the lungs,
spiracles in insects and then the gills
in fish.
They got to dissect the fish gills and
see the filaments in the gill spread
out in the water, which helps gives
them their large surface area.
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Chatsworth Theatre Events

Thanks to the PTA from PE!

Biology Olympiad

The funding from the PTA has been fantastic for the PE
department.

Biology students in Years 12 and 13 participated in the 2022
Biology Olympiad. There were 2 x 45-minute exams in which
students were presented with topics and ideas which they
are not familiar with, so competed with their problemsolving skills and understanding of core principles. This was
against over 10,000 students from more than 700 schools
worldwide!

We used the money to purchase two table tennis tables.
Table tennis is now a curriculum activity for Year 7, 8, 9
students and is offered to students in Year 10/11.
Students have enjoyed taking part in table tennis lessons
as part of their PE curriculum. It is a very inclusive activity
that all ages and abilities can take part in effectively.
Table tennis has also given students that aren’t as strong
with traditional team games (football, rugby, etc.) a
chance to shine in an
alternative activity.
Without the PTA funding, it
would have taken us a lot
longer to raise the funds
through our capitation
alone.

Many of our Year 13 students did brilliantly in achieving the
bronze award and so are in the top 15% of the 10,000
students that entered. We also had many students that were
highly commended (including Year 12 students, which is an
excellent achievement at this stage in the A level course) and
some that were commended.
Bronze award: Jacob G, Leila W, Yasmin A, Abigail G, Jacob
W, Evie A, Katie S. Highly Commended: Abi T, Sophie B, Fin
P, Jacob B, Josh E, Jude S (Y12), Emily W (Y12), Ever M (Y12),
Eilidh H (Y12), David S (Y12), Howard W (Y12), Ryan J (Y12).
Commended: Ellie Fletcher, Shania K S, Emma B, Sam S (Y12),
Lottie N (Y12), Lola May B (Y12).
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Competition Time!
We are running a competition for the Queen’s Jubilee.
There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize. The winning
design will be made into either a mug or a plate and
all shortlisted work will be displayed in Etwall Church
during May half term.
We would like as many designs as possible to enable
us to create a display, so please encourage your child
to take part.
The winners will be announced in the next newsletter.

Year 7 Artwork
Year 7 have been learning about colour and pattern
by creating birds based on the work of the illustrator
Mark Hearld.

Year 9 Artwork
Year 9 have been looking at the Mexican festival Day of the
Dead. They have created designs inspired by sugar skulls and
the iconic themes of the festival. Students have also been using
the grid method to aid their observational and recording skills.
We are very proud of the amazing work they have produced –
well done!

Year 10 Healthcare Q&A
A group of Year 10 students who are interested in
pursuing a career in healthcare participated in a live
online question session with lots of different health
care professionals. The students found it very useful
for their questions to be answered so directly and
engaged really well. They even got to vote for who
they thought answered their questions the best!
The event was hosted by:
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Science Week (11th – 20th March)
Written by Charlotte B in Year 7
During science week our class took part in an experiment about seed dispersal. This involved us creating paper models of
seeds and dropping them from a height to see how long it took them to fall. We changed the weight each time.
We also looked in depth at the three variables
we needed to consider. These were: the
independent variable (the one we changed),
which was the amount of paper clips added to
the model seed. The control variable (the one
we kept the same), this was the height we
dropped it from and the dependent variable
(the one we measured), which was the time
taken to fall.
The investigation was fun and interesting for everyone and helped the class to understand the proves of seed dispersal in
detail.
Written by Daisy S in Year 7
During science week we did a practical experiment about growth. We planted cress seeds and looked at the variables
involved in investigations. We planted three different lots of cress. We kept the amount of seeds the same and the volume
of water. We changed the brand of compost.
The experiment was fun and
easy to do. We decided that
the cress that grew the
tallest was the best and that
this would be the better
compost to use.

Staff vs Year 13 – Football Match
The Year 13’s took on the mighty teachers football team and came out victorious in a hard-fought 3-2 victory to the
students. This raised over £620 towards the Year 13 prom, with an estimated attendance of over 350 people! Thank you
to all who came and supported - the atmosphere was super and both the crowd and players really enjoyed themselves.
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Food Tech News
Tasty Term 2! Well done to our wonderful students who have continued to work amazingly hard this term.

Year 10 have been learning about food security and safety,
good bacteria and making MasterChef look like amateurs!

Year 11 have started revision
classes and are polishing
their NEA. Good luck to all
students in their exams
next term!

Year 8 whipping up healthier
versions of favourite foods.

Year 9 building confidence and
narrowing the ‘COVID gap’

Year 7 learning independence & plating like professionals!
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Splendid Theatre Company Visit

Attendance and Absence

On March 16th, the Drama Department were able to
welcome back Splendid Theatre company after a twoyear hiatus due to COVID.

To report an absence (in Years 7 – 11), please email
attendance@johnportspencer.com by 8:45am stating your
child’s name, form group and reason for absence. If your child
is ill, please provide a brief description of their symptoms. Email
is our preferred way of receiving absence notifications as this
removes the need for parents to write a note to their child’s
form tutor on their return. Alternatively, please telephone the
absence line on 01283 735181. Please report this on a daily
basis unless the length of the absence is known. For medical
appointment notifications, please email the details of the
appointment to attendance@johnportspencer.com and attach
a copy of the appointment card, letter or text message. Please
include your child’s name and form group in the email.

58 A Level students from 7 different schools (including
John Port Spencer Academy) were able to take part in
a full day of workshops following a performance of
‘Ubu Roi’.
Having the opportunity to work with many other
minds on developing their understanding of
contemporary live theatre and the practitioner
Bertolt Brecht has inspired Year 12 students to create
more depth in their devised work, and Year 13
students to see the link between an old text and
making it resonate with a contemporary audience;
invaluable skills for their performance and written
examination work.

In the event of your child leaving the academy during the day
without adult supervision, please ensure you email
attendance@johnportspencer.com. Please include your child’s
name, form group, reason for leaving early, method of
transport and also ensure you state that you ‘absolve John Port
Spencer Academy of all responsibility’ so that we can allow your
child to leave during the day. Without written consent, your
child will not be allowed to leave the academy site. For other
absences such as holiday, interview, a sporting event, funerals
and any other non-medical absence please complete a Leave of
Absence for Exceptional Circumstances Form.
To report an absence for Year 12 and 13, please email the Sixth
Form team at sixthform@johnportspencer.com.
Thank you for your support. The Attendance Team

World Maths Day 2022
Students took to their computers (both in school and at home) to compete in this year’s World Maths Day.
The aim was to answer as many questions in 60 seconds as possible
on a variety of levels (age dependant on difficulty) to earn points for
themselves and our school. All this whilst competing with similar
aged children from all over the world.
Students were interested in identifying the flags from the different
countries and played against students from New Zealand, Singapore,
UAE, USA and Mexico amongst many others.
Congratulations to the following students who were the top 3 in their
year groups.
Year 7 - Willow, Joanna and Jake
Year 8 - Matthew, Noah and Zach
Upper school - Jorico, Dylan and Jamie
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Read for Good Readathon
At the beginning of March, Year 7 took part in the ‘Read for Good’ Readathon in which students were sponsored to read
as much as they could to support children in hospital. Our total so far is £240, with Charlotte B in 7H gaining a huge £190
of donations! Well done to everyone who took part.

PTA – Top News Stories
Funding Submission Won - Foundation Derbyshire Rolls-Royce Fund grant - £8,000 for mental health provision
We are delighted to announce the PTA were successful in their bid to fund an extra £8,000 of mental health counsellor
support for students. This will fund an additional day of counselling. The PTA submitted a grant application on behalf of
the academy back in 2021, this grant was only accessible via a PTA submission. Without a PTA the academy would be
unable to access this valuable funding.
PTA Survey
Thank you to everyone who responded to our survey. The main themes were:
• Communication: simple ways to improve awareness of what the PTA has achieved or support needed (ParentMail
best format for communication).
• Function: understanding of how the PTA functions; from event management to how funding requests work.
• Time: How can more people help, even though our time is limited.
What is the role of the PTA?
The Parent Teacher Association exists to develop a relationship between parents/guardians and academy staff as well as
supporting the academy in enriching students time whilst at the academy. The PTA also raise funds for items or facilities
which are not provided by statutory funds/budgets.
Who is the PTA?
You are! Everyone who is a parent/guardian of a student at JPSA as well as staff at the academy are members of the PTA.
The PTA is a registered charity and is managed by a committee of 8 parent volunteers. The committee provides the
framework, but it is not responsible for doing everything! We need the help of volunteers to run/lead events as well as
attend meetings to share insights and provide other support.
Upcoming Events - how you can help?
At last, we are back to in person events! If you can help with any of the events listed below, please contact us at
pta@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk or via our Facebook page.
• Year 7 Disco, 7th April – the long-awaited welcome disco is finally here! Thank you to the volunteers who have made
running this event possible.
• Spring Music concert, 28th April, 7pm – volunteers required to help with front of house and refreshments/bar. Ideal
volunteering opportunity if you are already planning to attend the concert or just fancy a chance to see the musical
talent at our academy!
• PTA Meeting - Our next PTA meeting is on Wednesday 4th May, 7pm, Blenheim House Hotel. Please join us to find out
more about the PTA and see how you can support.
• Spring Bedding Plant Sale, 7th May, morning – volunteers required to help with order collection and delivery.
• Electrik disco – 7th July, 7-9pm. Volunteers required to help supervise the event.
• Colour Run, 8th July, during the academy day – volunteers required to help set up and supervise the event.
• Sister Act School Production, 11th, 12th, 13th & 15th July, 7pm – volunteers required every night to help with taking
drinks orders before the show and running the bar during the show.
There’s still Time:
The PTA is still looking for a new Chairperson and Secretary for the next academic year. There is an active and enthusiastic
committee, but these two key roles need to be in place at the next AGM in November 2022 or the PTA will be wound
down. If you want to know more, then please contact us at pta@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk or via our Facebook page.
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Thoughts from PTA Chairperson
You may be thinking why does the PTA need a new Chairperson and Secretary? They don’t really mean it; someone will
turn up in the end. They all know each other and know what they are doing, I wouldn’t fit in………
I’ve been lucky enough to have been PTA Chairperson for 7 years and have always had a dedicated and lovely group of
parents and staff representatives on the committee, or in very close supporting roles. My oldest child is in Year 13 and
leaving in the summer so this is the right time for me to step down, this was a similar scenario for our previous Secretary.
The PTA committee is, and always will be, an evolving and ever-changing group as our children pass through the academy.
I’ve met lots of new parents through PTA activity and got to know academy staff members. I have made many new friends
through the PTA, and we have had lots of fun whilst working towards a common goal. I’m very proud of what we have
achieved in both providing funding and creating links between parents, the academy, and community.
The PTA committee consists of working parents, all with busy lives and little time to spare. Personally, for me, it has been
incredibly rewarding to be part of something which helps support the students at our academy, with purchases of Drones,
iPads, Theatre Curtains, the Mental Health Grant etc. as well as hosting events such as the Colour Run and our now
legendary Year 7 Disco. It makes fitting in the extra few hours in my busy schedule for the PTA worthwhile. For this to
continue it needs a group, not a few. We have an enthusiastic committee, many of whom would stay on in their roles, but
the committee cannot exist without a Secretary and Chairperson.
Please join us and secure the future of the PTA for the benefit of yours, and all the other children at the academy.
Jenny Silvester - JPSA PTA Chairperson

Music for Youth Regional Festival

Year 12 Textiles

Written by Ava O’B in Year 13

These are Year 12 textiles students’ responses to their
chosen themes. Students spent the first three terms
investigating and experimenting and looking at the work of
other artists and designers before designing and creating
their final piece.

On the 12th of March, 24 members of JPSA senior wind
band travelled to Northampton to take part in the annual
Music for Youth regional festival. Music for Youth is a
national arts charity which works with young people
under the age of 21 offering musical skills through
performance.
The band has taken part in this festival many times before
and performed in different venues across the UK, but for
a few players, this was their first time - this was especially
exciting as it was our first band trip since March 2020!
We played alongside swing/jazz bands, acapella choirs,
violin quartets and many more. Our repertoire consisted
of music from Doctor Who; Through Time and Space and
the theme tune from The Lord of the Rings, both of which
the audience and judges enjoyed. We were pleased to
receive some very positive comments about our
performance.
Everyone played extremely well and thoroughly enjoyed
the experience of performing live in such a nice venue. We
looking forward to participating in the festival next year!

NEWSLETTER – Spring Term 2022
Technology
and Engineering News
Within Technology & Engineering, we have now started
the fourth rotation of the year with our Year 9 groups.
As part of the pewter project, some groups within the
year group have been completing a design and make
activity based around the topic of metal casting.
Students have manually produced their own unique
moulds and cast the items using a combination of
pewter, with some using acrylic in places.
Well done to those that produced an item in rotation 3.
The quality of the outcomes is fantastic!

Year 12 Derby University Visit
On Wednesday 9th March,
Year 12 visited Derby
University to experience a
university campus and to
listen to a range of talks
and masterclasses on
different career pathways.
The Exhibitor Showcase included exhibitions
from a range of different companies, including
Nuffield Health, JCB, Rolls Royce, The Army and
Derby City Council.
Students were inspired by other talks too, which
included a talk by television presenter Radzi
Chinyanganya and from Gogglebox star Baasit
Siddiqui.

Economy Gastronomy
On enrichment day this term, almost 80 Year 13 students enjoyed a
two-hour economy gastronomy workshop hosted by the Food
Technology department.
Students learnt tips for food budgeting and 4 key skills to make 21
recipes. On the day (despite a power cut) students produced a Tuna
Pasta Bake, a hand stretched dough pizza and an apple crumble.
Well done Year 13 and
thank you to the Food
Tech staff (and Year 13
Form
Tutors
who
supported) for all their
hard work!

A fantastic, informative day!

Pride of Etwall Award
Congratulations to Jenny Silvester (Chair of the PTA) who has been given the Pride of Etwall Award 2021.
In her acceptance speech, Jenny said “Nobody ever volunteers to do stuff to get in the limelight and it
turns out I have a skill in persuading people to do things for the community. It’s lovely to be recognised
for that but I do need to thank all the volunteers over the years who have helped on the PTA; every small
action has helped in raising money for the school”.
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Derbyshire County Council
Easter Holiday Activities
This Easter, Derbyshire County Council is providing 26,000 free holiday activity places at 80 venues across the county for
local schoolchildren aged 5-16. The free sessions include a healthy meal at breakfast or lunchtime and seasonal activities,
sports, craft clubs, drama, gardening and more.
The sessions, available throughout the Easter holidays, are all free for families who claim benefit related free school meals.
Places may also be available to children in other vulnerable groups, including children with SEND, who are not currently
in receipt of benefit related free school meals. Places are available on a first come, first served basis, with a limited number
available to any school age child living in the county. Sessions will run during both weeks of the Easter school holidays,
starting from Monday 11th April.
To find out more about the activities on offer and details about venues, please visit our website at
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/holidayactivities which lists the organisations taking part, dates and times of sessions and contact
details. For any further details, please contact our team by email: HAF.Enquiries@derbyshire.gov.uk. In addition, children
and families can find online activities and ideas for low-cost activities to take part in at home on the It’s About Me website:
https://itsaboutmederbyshire.co.uk/

Technologies Faculty Update
It’s once again been a very busy term within the Technologies Faculty, especially for our Year 11 and Year 13 students who
are fast approaching the end of their courses.
There has been some phenomenal work produced by our students demonstrating an amazing commitment to study. Mr
Croft would also like to express his thanks to the subject teams within the faculty who have worked tirelessly in supporting
the students also.
A special mention to the following students who have received Distinction grades in their Cambridge Technical
Examinations that were taken in January:
• Year 12 Engineering - Gabriel F-R, Ben S
• Year 12 Digital Media - Ellen C, Laura H, James M, Libby S, Elijah U
• Year 13 Digital Media - Jack S, Josh T, Connor W
Mr Croft would also like to congratulate Emma M and Gideon A for their successes in the Cambridge National Health and
Social Care exam that also took place in January. Emma achieved an excellent score of 56/60 and Gideon achieved an
amazing score of 59/60. Both students achieved a Distinction. A huge well done!
The Year 12 Engineering cohort
have surpassed expectations
producing some phenomenal
design and Computer Aided Design
work.
The brief to re-design a commercial
product has produced some
amazing solutions.
Here are a few examples of their
efforts.
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Technologies Faculty Update (Cont…)
A reminder that the OCR deadline for all NEA submissions (Year 11 and Year 13) is by
the 15th May 2022.
Subject staff will be informing students this week of their internal deadline to enable all
NEA work to be assessed, moderated and standardised.
The AQA NEA Deadline is slightly earlier than OCR. All submissions are required to be
entered no later than 7th May 2022.
These deadlines can also be found on individual students Google Classroom
accounts. It is very important that these deadlines are adhered to, so that all
students are provided with a consistent time allocation to complete
assignments.
Students can access specific aspects of their NEA assignments through
Google Classroom at home where they have access to the internet and a
computer, iPad, laptop etc. Therefore, teachers encourage all students who
have omissions or development tasks to undertake as many of these over the
Easter holidays where possible. https://edu.google.com/intl/ALL_uk/products/classroom/
The Year 13 Cambridge Technical Engineering students have been working on Mars Rover Pi-Car, provided
from a successful education bid to Rolls Royce.
Mr Croft would like to personally thank local governor Jonathan Watson for his involvement.

Kaycey, Luke and Emmanuel get to grips with the robot.
All 7 cars are in the process of being built by the group and we are now trying to improve our knowledge and understanding
of Python programming software to control the vehicle.

Parent Consultations 2022/23
Parent/Teacher consultation appointments will continue to be virtual (Video) on SchoolCloud for this academic year.
Teachers will set times during the consultation period for when they are available during the day and evening(s) so this will
give a choice of different options for parents.
Further details will be sent via ParentMail before the system opens for appointment booking for your child’s year group.
Year 7 Parent Consultations are the final ones of this academic year, starting on 09/05/2022.
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PE News
Cross Country
Maisie T (Year 11) and Stanley L both represented South Derbyshire at the English
Schools Cross Country Championships in Kent on the 19th March.
Within their respected categories Maisie finished 118th out of 300 and Stanley finished
89th out of 330. Both students have performed to the highest level and congratulations
to Maisie and Stanley on their excellent achievement.
Football
The football season has continued since February half term across Years 7 to 11. Teams have
been involved in play-off games and festivals, which have been held at John Port.
The Year 7 team completed their festivals in the first three weeks. The results were: Played:
6 - Won: 4, Drew: 1, Lost 1.
The Year 8 team have competed in one festival so far and have one in the final week before
Easter. The results were: Played 4 - Won: 1, Drew: 2, Lost: 1. They also played Chellaston in
the play-off semi-final losing 6-2.
The Year 9 team have played in one festival and were unbeaten finishing joint first, the results were: Played: 5 - Won: 3,
Drew: 2. They also played Ecclesbourne away in the Year 9 play-off semi-final winning a competitive game 4-2. They will
now play Chellaston in the final on 6th April at John Port.
The Year 10 team have played in two festivals and finished joint first in each one. During the first week, they drew 1-1 with
Cathedral School, won 3-0 against both Chellaston and CODA before drawing 1-1 to Murray Park in the final. In the second
week they drew 0-0 to Littleover, won 1-0 against Cathedral School and won 3-0 against Chellaston in the pool stage. They
then drew 2-2 with West Park in the final.
They have the final festival in the last week of term and they have also secured a play-off final against Littleover after
Easter winning 4-2 against West Park. This will be at John Port on Wednesday 27th April.
The Year 11 team have played their play-off semi-final against Littleover losing 3-1.
Good luck to the Year 9 and Year 10s in the play-off finals.
Basketball
The County Cup games have been completed for the different age groups this half term.
The U16s Girls lost 34-22 against Belper School in a competitive game played at John Port.
The U15s had a successful result beating Landau 59-56 in what was a high scoring game.
The Year 9’s finished a good season with a disappointing 40-32 loss to QEGS having been led
for 3 of the 4 quarters. Finally, the Year 8’s who have had a busy time with the NBA finished
their season with a loss at Noel Baker 42-21.
All the students have performed really well in basketball this year, their first time playing in
two years.
Hopefully, they can build on their successes in the 2022/23 season.
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News from the Student Voice Team
Written by Molly Stone in Year Y12
Head of Student Voice Communications
Hello everyone!
We’ve had a jam-packed term yet again with some exciting events that I can’t wait to write about.
Firstly, from Friday 18th until Saturday 19th March, a group of committed Year 12 and 13 students participated in this years
‘Stay Awake’. This years ‘Stay Awake’ was organised by our amazing leadership team members; Head Girl Connie L and Head
of Mentoring Archie D.
The ‘Stay Awake’, an annual charity event held within the school, aims to raise money for Comic relief, with students staying
awake for an entire 24 hours. Along with 28 fabulous students, we had a dedicated team of volunteer staff members who
kept us motivated and safe throughout the night. The nightly activities included group hide and seek, a dance party and
many intense board games.
The ‘Stay Awake’ was a huge success! All participants, although looking forward to a good sleep, stayed awake for the entire
24 hours, with a total of £864.00 being raised for Comic relief. We are thrilled with these results and would like to
congratulate everyone involved.
Secondly, with the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine occurring currently, a number of inspiration
Year 12’s organised a large-scale bake sale on Friday 25th March to raise money for the red cross
in support of their work with Ukrainian refugees. The turnout was spectacular, the amount of
bakes we had from the entirety of Sixth Form was very impressive, with most of our Sixth Form
community getting involved. We also had a small team of Year 13 students who helped with
the bake sale which we very much appreciate.
Over £680 was taken as cash donations on the day. This doesn’t include contributions which have gone straight to the Red
Cross from the QR codes. Special thanks to Mrs Swift, who also aided with the organisation of the bake sale and helped
greatly on the day!
If you would like to make any further donations, please donate directly online:
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal.
On Friday 25th March, a student vs teacher football tournament was held at Etwall Leisure Centre
AstroTurf, superbly organised by Lauren B in Year 13. This match was highly anticipated, due to the
competitive nature of both parties and the turnout to watch the match was immense.
The £2 charge on entry went towards the Year 13 prom and over £620 was raised which will help greatly
with our fundraising for prom. Will there be a rematch? We’ll see!
The Year 13 students are all looking forward to their first prom, which is being held at the Derby Conference Centre on
Thursday 19th May. Along with the super Sixth Form staff, Archie D and an amazing prom committee helped organise the
event, which the entire year is extremely grateful for!
We are also very excited to be able to hold face to face year assemblies again, which we haven't been able to do for some
time due to the COVID pandemic.
These assemblies unite the year groups, giving them insight into the revision ideas, world news and other topical issues.
Sixth Form students have led these and so far, have presented on economics problems with Ukraine and intolerance. Thank
you to all who have led these assemblies.
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John Port Spencer Academy
Safeguarding, Year Team and Subject Contact Details 2021/22
Safeguarding Team – in the first instance email safeguarding@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr L Shepherd
LS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Golaub
CGo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Lead for Prevent
Mr N Collier
NCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Leads for Looked After Children
Miss A Stocks
ASTo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer – Year 7 Link
Mrs A Brown
ABRo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer - Lead for Mental Health Mr W Perry
WP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Family Support Worker
Mrs V Davies
VDa@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Link Governor for Safeguarding
Mrs E Twigg
clerktogovernors@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Pastoral Leadership
Year 7

Head of Year
Miss D Woodward
DWO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr N Collier
NCO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss K Potter
KPO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr L Bray
LBy@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs L Orr
LOR@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs R Lowndes
RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Pastoral Manager
Miss A Beresford
ABE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Coope
CCP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Gaynor
CGA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs T Dare
TDA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss H Perry
HPE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Fisher
CFi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

SEND
SENCO

Miss A Stocks

SEND@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Heads of Faculty
Maths
English
Science
Expressive Arts
Technology

Miss A Smith
Mrs C Smitton
Mrs C Cox
Mr A Mitchell
Mr B Croft

ALS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CAS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
AM@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
BC@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Careers
Head of Careers
Careers Co-Ordinator

Mrs R Lowndes
Mrs S Coulson

RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
SCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Year 12/13

John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street, Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Tel: 01283 291018
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

