NEWSLETTER
Autumn/Winter 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
It is the end of a very busy term and I would like to thank the students, staff and parents for their commitment
and hard work during this term.
We have had many challenges thrown at us as an academy, but have managed to operate as ‘normally’ as
possible. It is unbelievable that we managed to keep the academy running with all year groups present until
the final few days, but that that is down to the maturity of the students following the guidance and working
with us to stay safe.
Despite the demands placed on us from the pandemic the students continue to go over and above
expectation and never cease to impress. From raising money for charity, volunteering in the local community
and performing in the arts and sports they have really made the most of every opportunity offered to them,
as well showing their own initiative this term.
We are approaching January with a high level of uncertainty, but I am reassured that the students and staff
at John Port will be ready to embark on a new term in January and will thrive with any challenges thrown our
way.
We look forward to welcoming Year 7, Year 11 and the Sixth Form back to the academy on Monday 10th
January and all other students on Tuesday 11th January.
If there are any changes to our plans I will contact families over the holiday.
I hope that you and your families stay safe and well and that we all return feeling refreshed in the New Year.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs K Squire
Principal

Staggered return to the academy in January
As you will be aware, we are required to test students on their return in January. They will have one test in school then
test regularly at home. To enable the testing to take place we will stagger the return to the academy in January.
• Year 7, 11, 12 & 13 will return on Monday 10th January 2022. Lessons will be online for Years 8, 9 & 10 on
Monday 10th January.
• Years 8, 9 and 10 will return on the Tuesday 11th January 2022, when all students will be in the academy
COVID testing will take place for Years 7, 11, 12 & 13 on Monday 10th January. COVID testing will take place for Years 8,
9 & 10 on Tuesday 11th January.
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Year 8 Science Club
Students in Year 8 have had the opportunity to attend
Science Club on a Thursday after school during the
autumn term.
To name a few things, they have investigated the
reaction of different chemicals, looked at
aerodynamics, studied reactions
of metals, acids and bases, and
extracted DNA from strawberries.
If students are interested in
joining Science Club, they need
to speak to Mrs Peers or Mrs
Drury.

Psychology Egg Babies!
In Psychology, we did a project with 'Egg Babies' this term to test student knowledge on attachment and why babies attach
to family. We then turned a Google Classroom page into a 'Facebook' style account, with students posting about their egg
babies and what they've been getting up to!
Throughout the two weeks that students had to look after the egg babies, they had to arrange babysitters and nurseries,
take them out to hobbies outside of school and spend every waking minute with the eggs. Sadly though, we did lose a few
of the egg babies along the way!

British Legion Poppy Appeal

A Mark of Respect

Thank you for supporting the Royal
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal.

During the two-minute silence on 11th November 2021,
Joshua E (Year 13), James S (Year 13) and Oliver S (Year
11) played the Last Post. Remembrance displays were also
visible around the academy site.

John Port Spencer Academy raised £288.92.
EVERY POPPY COUNTS

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
@JohnPortSpencer
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St Helen’s Church Remembrance
Service
Fourteen members of the JPSA Senior Wind Band
provided music for the hymns at the Etwall Church
Remembrance Service on Sunday 14th November. Josh,
James and Oliver also played the last post. This was the
first time they have played in public since 13th March
2020 and the students were so excited to be able to
perform again.
Members of the public were very complimentary and the
Reverend sent an email of thanks. The students were a
credit to the academy.

Anti-Bullying Week
Anti-Bullying Week 2021 took place from Monday 15th - Friday 19th November.
This activity week was created in co-operation with the Anti-Bullying Alliance, which
is based at the leading children’s charity, The National Children’s Bureau. We are
working together with the ABA to achieve our vision to: stop bullying and create
safer environments in which children can live, grow, play and learn.
Students across all year groups took part in activities during registration which had the theme of kindness and the power of
what ‘One Kind Word’ can do. Students explored ways in which they could change negativity towards others and promote
kindness, whether it’s online, emotional or physical.
The final activity was for the students to create an Anti-Bullying accessory which included a pledge of their own; or the words
‘Committed Anti-Bullying Ambassador’.
Sixth form students from ‘Student Voice’ followed this week with a video presentation to re-establish the message of kindness
and ‘One Kind Word’.
The message ‘who can help us in our school?’ was a feature of the presentations and students were reminded of who they
can contact if they should need to.
Here is the list;
• Form Tutor
• Year Team
• Safeguarding Team
• Student Voice 6th form representative
• Antibullying@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
In addition to these activities the topic of bullying was delivered in the
wider curriculum. Examples of this are;
• In English, Year 8 are studying the novel ‘The Other Side of
Truth’ by Beverley Naidoo which sees one of the main
characters being bullied at a new school.
• In GCSE Drama, Year 11 are studying a play called ‘DNA’ by
Dennis Kelly, in which one of the main themes is bullying.
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A-Level Maths

Student Mobile Phones

In early November, 29 of our A-Level Maths students entered the UKMT Senior
Maths Challenge. This was a 90-minute multiple choice challenge that
encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in using
basic mathematical techniques to solve thought-provoking problems.

Mobile phones and electronic devices are
allowed in the academy but must be
switched off and kept in school bags
whilst the students are on site.

This is an example of one of the questions our students faced:

Failure to comply will result in a child
having their phone removed.
Persistent non-compliance will result in a
request not to bring the device into the
academy.

When the results came in we were delighted to see that 23 of our students had
achieved high scores and gained a bronze, silver or gold certificate in this
national competition.

Student ID Cards
All students must have their ID card and
wear their lanyard when in the academy.
The usual replacement charge of £2.00
per ID card and £1.00 for a new lanyard is
applicable if the card or lanyard is lost or
damaged.

Good luck to Tyler S, Ben F & Matthew F who are through to the Senior
Kangaroo. The answer to the question above is on the back page of this
newsletter!

The ID card also doubles up as a bus pass
for school bus services.

Lost Property

The Perse Coding Team Challenge

There is a large amount of lost property which has not
been claimed. Please ask students to come and check the
items if they have lost something. Lost property is located
at Student Services in Ashbourne Hall.

John Port future Computer Scientists are once again competing
in the prestigious Perse Coding Team Challenge.

All student property should be named, but especially PE
kits, lunch boxes, water bottles and coats, as these are the
items that are lost most often! Any items that are
unclaimed will be disposed of after three months.

ParentMail
Only 67% of our families
use the ParentMail app.
Download yours now!
The app is available from
Google Play and App
Store.

A greater number of our students are eager to show off their
skills this year in this national competition.
The gruelling challenge is over two rounds. In round one
students fight against the clock to gain the most marks from ten
coding questions.
A few weeks later, those who achieve a distinction in round one
can form a group of three to pitch their coding skills at more
challenges.
It has been great in previous years that our students have not
only defeated many private schools but have been placed as
one of the top schools in the country.
Remember 1 + 1 = 10!!!
Mr Smith Head of Computing
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Engineering and Technology
Our next group of future Engineers have made an excellent start to Year 10 Engineering Manufacture (picture below left).
This term they have been given a working drawing to analyse, plan the manufacture of the part and then make it using our
suite of 48 engineering lathes.
Having never used the machines prior to this, they have accurately and safely manufactured the part, working to a tolerance
of 0.2mm – Well done to all!
As part of the Year 9 rotation, some groups within the
year group have been completing a design and make
activity based around the topic of metal casting.
They have manually produced their own unique
moulds and cast the items using a combination of
pewter, with some using acrylic in places.
Well done to those that produced an item in rotation
1 – the quality of the outcomes is fantastic! Some
examples are below.

Our Year 10 Engineering Systems group have been working since
September on a PCB manufacture unit…..

….. They have learnt to construct circuit diagrams and
develop a circuit board using CAD software.
They have then completed the manufacturing
process to produce their own printed circuit board
and solder the components to their own design.
The quality of the work produced so far this year has
been fantastic – well done to all!
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Update from the Exams Team
If you were unable to collect your Summer 2021 exam certificates on Monday 20th or Tuesday 21st December, please email
exams@johnportspencer.com to arrange collection.
Exams dates for Summer 2022 have been provisionally set as Monday
16th May 2022 until Tuesday 28th June 2022.
The provisional contingency date has been planned for Wednesday 29th
June 2022.
During the recent mock exams, the Year 11 and 13 students have been
amazing – well done!
As always, up to date information from the exams team can be found on
our website: http://www.johnportspencer.com/examinations/.

PE Update
Cross Country 2021
The cross country has taken place again this year on a Friday after school with all the students involved performing really
well at the 3 league meetings as well as the relays at West Park. Stanley L (Y9) and Maisie T (Y11) performed superbly
winning their respective races. Also, the Year 7 girls and the Year 7 boys produced excellent performances winning the
overall team positions – a great effort by everyone.
On Wednesday 17th November a number of students also ran at the East Staffordshire / South Derbyshire Cross Country
Championships at Oldfields School, Uttoxeter. Once again there were some outstanding performances (Stanley L -Y9 – 1st;
Maisie T – Y11 – 1st; Lily B – Y7 – 3rd and Isla B – Y7 – 4th).
All the students ran really well on what was an extended course compared to what they had been running locally.
Below are the results from the Derby City Cross Country League and the Championships.
Derby City Cross Country League Results
YEAR 7 GIRLS – TEAM POSITION – Joint 1st place with West Park
STUDENT
Isla B
Matilda H
Ava B
Chloe A

WEST PARK
3rd
6th
9th
12th

DERBY MOOR
2nd
6th
11th
10th

WOODLANDS
2nd
6th
13th
12th

OVERALL POSITION
2nd
4th
6th
7th

WEST PARK
5th
3rd
6th
7th
-

DERBY MOOR
3rd
2nd
9th
10th
16th

WOODLANDS
2nd
7th
4th
5th
-

OVERALL POSITION
2nd
3rd
5th
6th
26th

WEST PARK
13th

DERBY MOOR
8th

WOODLANDS
-

OVERALL POSITION
22nd

YEAR 7 BOYS – TEAM POSITION – Overall 1st place
STUDENT
Elliott R
Edward B
Rory N
Henry L
Eben B

YEAR 8/9 GIRLS
STUDENT
Lucy O
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Derby City Cross Country League Results Cont.
YEAR 8/9 BOYS
STUDENT
Stanley L
Isaac B
Sam B
Ewan S

WEST PARK
1st
35th
7th

DERBY MOOR
1st
9th
22nd
-

WOODLANDS
1st
12th
-

OVERALL POSITION
1st
14th
15th
16th

WEST PARK
1st

DERBY MOOR
-

WOODLANDS
1st

OVERALL POSITION
1st

WEST PARK
9th
6th
7th

DERBY MOOR
-

WOODLANDS
6th
-

OVERALL POSITION
8th
9th
10th

YEAR 10/11 GIRLS
STUDENT
Maisie T

YEAR 10/11 BOYS
STUDENT
Tom H
Oliver S
Fergus S

Year 7 boys and girls at West Park
relays

Year 9 and 10 boys

East Staffordshire / South Derbyshire CHAMPIONSHIPS - Results
YEAR 7 GIRLS
STUDENT
Lily B
Isla B
Chloe A
Ava B
Megan H

RESULTS
3rd
4th
12th
14th
15th

YEAR 7 BOYS
STUDENT
Edward B
Elliott R
Henry L
Rory N

RESULTS
6th
9th
13th
19th

YEAR 8/9 BOYS
STUDENT
Stanley L
Isaac B
Ewan S

RESULTS
1st
13th
14th

YEAR 10/11 GIRLS
STUDENT
Maisie T

RESULTS
1st
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Netball 2021
The Year 7 netballers travelled to De Ferrers school to take
part in their first tournament. They played in a pool of 4
where they drew the first game, lost the second and won the
third. Well done to all who played. They have the makings of
a really nice team.
So far, the Year 8 and 9 students have all taken part in netball
festivals at De Ferrers school. The teams all did really well and
all were a credit to the academy. Hopefully there will be some
friendly matches happening as well in the new year.
The U16 team are just starting their games in the Burton
League and have so far played 2 games narrowly losing 1
game by a goal and winning the other.
More games will be taking place after the Christmas break.
Basketball Team News
The first basketball fixtures for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have taken place since October half term, as well as training each week
for each of the teams. All the years are playing against local schools, as well as being entered into the County Cup and the
NBA Competition for Years 7 and 8.
Mr Jones has coached the Year 7 team with up to 25 students at training. In the first tournament at Noel Baker school they
were successful in winning all three of their games against Woodlands, West Park and Alvaston Moor – a fantastic start.
They will play their second tournament back at Noel Baker before the Christmas break.
The Year 8 and 9 teams taken by Mr Hodgson have also started their fixtures. The Year 8 team played in their first
tournament at Woodlands winning one game, drawing a game and narrowly losing the other two. They will be playing Noel
Baker and Alvaston Moor in the County Cup before the Christmas break. The Year 9 team have had their first game at home
to St. Benedicts. In a very tight game John Port came from behind to eventually win 18-16. They now have a trip to Buxton
on the 14th December in the County Cup, weather permitting!
Mr Roberts has been busy with the Year 10 team playing two games. Their first game was against Woodlands at home
winning convincingly 46-21. The second game against St. Benedicts was at home also eventually winning what was a
competitive game 47-32. They will also play Belper, West Park, Anthony Gell and Woodlands (again) before the Christmas
break.
Well done to all the students who have taken part in the opening games. They have all played really well and represented
the school in an exemplary manner.
PE Kit
Full details about our PE kit can be found on the academy website www.johnportspencer.com/Academy Uniform and
Equipment. Students taking GCSE and A Level PE will have the opportunity to wear GCSE/A Level PE kit. This is optional and
can also be worn in core PE lessons in Years 10 and 11. Details of how to order this is shared with students in GCSE and A
Level PE lessons.
Our designated uniform suppliers for logoed items are noted below:
• Uniform Direct, 54 Babington Lane, Derby, DE1 1SX Telephone: 01332 342569
•
WB Global Trading Limited, 20 Bells End Road, Walton on Trent, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE12 8ND Telephone:
01283 711538 Website: www.wbglobaltrading.co.uk
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2021/22 Football League Fixture Results
The start of September 2021 saw a busy football calendar start after no games for a year. All 6 teams have been involved in
fixtures starting with Years 9, 10, 11 and the Sixth Form playing the annual friendly fixture at Repton. Year 10 won their
game with the other 3-year groups narrowly losing by the odd goal or two.
Below are the standings so far for the football including the Repton games. Years 8 to 11 will be involved in playoffs in March
and Year 7 have been playing in 3 mini festivals with John Port hosting. The Year 7s have made a strong start, losing only 2
of their 8 games.
The Sixth Form team have done particularly well winning all 3 league games and then in the playoff game at John Port
comfortably winning 7-1 against Woodlands in the play-off final. Thank you to Mr Thorpe in the History department for
helping to run the team this year, along with Mr Collier Head of Year 8 who is coaching the Year 8 team.
Year Group
7
8
9
10
11
Sixth form

Played
8
4
5
5
4
4

Won
4
3
2
2
1
3

Draws
2
0
1
2
1
0

Lost
2
1
2
1
2
1

Also, the U13 Girls football team have had a fantastic start to the
season winning both their friendlies. The girls had to develop
quickly as a team and have come on massively over the weeks.
The girls had a nail-biting festival at Burton Albion. Beating the 2nd
place team 1-0 after previously losing 3-0 to them in the group
stages. The girls have been crowned the Club final winners for the
local area and will be going the regional finals in February.
KS4 Ladies have unfortunately only had one game so far due to
fixtures being cancelled for a number of reasons. They did have a
tremendous victory in their 1st game and hopefully more fantastic
performances will be on the way once the fixtures are rearranged.

Attendance and Absence
To report an absence (Years 7 – 11), please email attendance@johnportspencer.com by 8:45am stating your child’s name,
form group and reason for absence. Alternatively, please telephone the absence line on 01283 735181. Please report this
on a daily basis unless the length of the absence is known. For medical appointment notifications, please email the details
of the appointment to attendance@johnportspencer.com and attach a copy of the appointment card (if you have it). Please
include your child’s name and form group in the email.
In the event of your child leaving school during the day without adult supervision, please ensure you email
attendance@johnportspencer.com. Without written consent, your child will not be allowed to leave site. Please include
your child’s name, form group and reason for leaving early. For other absences such as holiday, interview, a sporting event,
funerals and any other non-medical absence please complete a Leave of Absence for Exceptional Circumstances Form.
To report an absence for Year 12 and 13, please email the Sixth Form team at sixthform@johnportspencer.com.
Thank you for your support. The Attendance Team
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Student Leadership Team - Winter Update
Hi all. We’d like to start by wishing you all a very merry Christmas, and a sense of normality in this continuously changing
world. We would like to thank everyone for their continuous hard work this term and hope you all have a well-deserved rest
over Christmas.
The leadership team this term is in full swing, tackling key issues to help support and improve the academy.

This term Student Voice has
made steps towards
improvement in many areas.
We have been focusing on
re-organizing the prefect
teams throughout the school
and planning for how we can
start to raise funds for our
chosen charities in the lead
up to Christmas.
After Christmas we will be
starting immediately with
fundraising for our charities
across all of Student Voice. I
cannot wait to start working
with our new Sixth Form
charity, Children’s First, as
well as all the others that the
lower school prefect teams
will be involved in.
Thank you everyone who has
continued to support Student
Voice. We hope to hit the
ground running with lots of
new upcoming ideas that
many of the prefects will be
able to contribute to. With
that in mind, I wish everyone
a very Merry Christmas and
end of this term.

A big part of the
communications team is
retaining contact with
interested parties
outside of school.
We were invited to
attend the launch of
D2N2 at the Museum of
Making with Mrs
Lowndes.
There we were given
the unique opportunity
to discuss with head
teachers and business
representatives career
opportunities in school
and how these can be
improved.
It gave us better insight
into the difficulties of
working cooperatively
but are looking to unite
in order to benefit up
and coming generations
of students to discover
the opportunities that
they need.

Maggie – Hiya, I have recently taken over year 9
mentoring from Ella. I am the first year 12 on the
leadership team, offering the team a new
perspective on the way that mentoring can
operate and be further improved to benefit those
in need.
This term we have had many mentoring sessions
that have had helped lots of our students. Due to
it being a new academic year we have an influx of
new students within the mentoring programme. I
have found this very rewarding to see. We will be
continuing on with helping out our students over
the coming terms and hopefully aiding the year
10’s with many exam coping strategies. I will be
giving my mentors many different sheets to work
through such as coping with exam stress, making
a revision timetable and many more.
Katie – Since September year 11 students have
been focussed on reflecting on their mock
experience and ways to improve this. We hope
that this will help them feel more confident when
entering the stressful conditions of an exam
settings.
We also started mentoring sessions for the year
12 students. The sessions have aimed to help
them settle into their new surroundings, give
them the opportunity to meet new people and to
also have a friendly face around sixth form they
can go to if they have any questions or worries.
We hope that these sessions have helped them in
their transition to sixth form.

One project in particular we have been working on is
the Christmas Tree that Student Voice will donate to
St. Helen’s Christmas Tree festival. It involves multiple
sixth form prefects decorating wooden plaques
following the theme Christmas Tree of Kindness.
The theme for the tree was inspired by the focus of
antibullying week: One Kind Word. Each year group
participated in many activities promoting kindness in
our community over this week. We couldn’t be
happier with this outcome as it is another step
towards our goal of reuniting the school after COVID.

Since returning back to
school this September
myself and the diversity
team have been very
busy.
We have assisted with
raising awareness
for projects such as the
Period Poverty Scheme,
and organised nonuniform days for events
such as Hello Yellow and
International Day for
Persons with
Disabilities.

This year, the Student
Council team have been
meeting regularly to discuss a
variety of school issues, such
as buses and availability of
water fountains, and have
tried to work to improve
these areas.
We have also worked with
Hilton Parish Council to
provide feedback from
students about their plans for
new playground equipment
in the village.

We have also welcomed
a new member of the
team in Year 12 - Amelie
M.

We hope that our feedback
will have helped to allow
Hilton to make the best
decision possible and will be
very beneficial to young
people in the area.

We have been very
fortunate that we have
been able to start so
many more projects
than last year due to
Covid-19 restrictions
gradually being lifted,
and we hope to do even
more in the next term.

Overall, I have really enjoyed
working together with our
student team to positively
improve the school
environment, and we hope to
keep doing that for the rest
of this year!

Year 13 students underwent their first set of mock
exams of this year and have been contemplating
their next step for some time and many have or
are in the process of applying to university.
We would like to congratulate those who have
been offered places and wish those still waiting
the best of luck.
A number of students have already received offers
and we have students who are busy preparing for
Oxbridge interviews. Oxbridge candidates have
had mock interviews with staff from Repton.

A huge welcome to our new Year 12 students and prefect team. You have made an outstanding impact to the community within sixth
form. So many of you have leaped for the opportunity to develop the school environment through mentoring, the Enactus project, student
council, the diversity team, and each of your individual achievements. We understand the challenges of sixth form, but it is great to see
how well you are all juggling your workload and look forward to seeing this continue.
In November, the sixth form team took Year 12 to the UK University and Apprenticeship Fair at Leicester, King Power Stadium. Behaviour
was outstanding and all students were a credit to the academy. Mrs Swift (Senior Leader – Post 16)
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Student Leadership Team - Winter Update Cont.
The Enactus Project

What is going on at school???

The Enactus project is a
programme encouraging
sustainable projects in businesses,
schools, and international
communities.
I’d personally like to thank its
members: Phoebe S, Ben F, India
M, and Katie C; for all their hard
work so far.
Our project in school is aiming to
tackle a multitude of the UN’s 17
sustainable goals:
No Poverty
Quality Education
Reducing Inequalities
Responsible consumption and
production
Climate Action
The project itself is a clothing
recycling scheme, beginning with
uniform available to pupil
premium students at all times for
free.
We hope to then move on to
making this available to all
students within school to move
away from the need to purchase
new, expensive uniform that you
will inevitable grow out of.
Out of our students and local
community, we are looking for
donations of uniform and warm
clothing to give back to students
and our local community.
You will begin to see posters
advertising this around school,
and we hope that with your
generosity, we can help tackle
these crucial issues within our
community.

Cpp project and Surviving the Streets UK
We have received a letter of gratitude from the crisp packet
collection. These packets are now being used to make sleeping
bags and blankets for the homeless, something of vast
importance in this unusually cold winter.
Black history month

Macmillan Coffee Morning

This October we
Celebrated Black History
Month by decorating the
sixth form building.

Sixth form held a charity event where we sold drinks and cakes
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Our Race and Ethnicity
lead, Grace D, on the
diversity team has been a
massive part of educating
students about black
history.
This year’s theme for
Black History Month was
‘The Black Family’. The
black family has been a
topic of study in many
disciplines—history,
literature, the visual arts
and film studies,
sociology, anthropology,
and social policy.

Through the tremendous efforts of the prefect team, we were
able to raise £135 in cash!
In addition, further donations were made online in our bid to
reduce cash handling. The amount that we raised is remarkable!
LGBTQ+ Support Group
This group takes place every Wednesday during lunch, and
welcomes all as a safe place to ask questions and experiences.
So far, we have seen over 30 frequent students and hope for
more.
Padley Centre
Within November and December, sixth
form have been collecting donations for
the Padley Centre, a local charity that helps
those most in need.

Its representation,
identity, and diversity
have been reverenced,
stereotyped, and vilified
from the days of slavery
to our own time.

From food to toiletries, the donations will
go to those who need it most in our local
community. Thank you to all who have
donated, you are a gift to our community.

“War, like death, is a
great leveller, and
mutual suffering and
endurance had made us
all friends.” Mary Seacole

Dissenting voice is an essay writing scheme that allows students
to write about a topic of their interest lead by year 13, Will T.
Many essays have been submitted already for editing. These
essays will be available for all students after Christmas, happy
reading!

Dissenting voice

Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year
from the Student Leadership Team
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Children in Need 2021
On Friday 19th November, we held a non-uniform day at John Port Spencer
Academy for Children in Need 2021. In total, we raised an amazing £1602.72!
This includes money raised from the Sixth Form cake sale (which raised £63.90)
and also money raised by Mrs Nadin’s plant sale (which raised £45.00).

The catering staff really got into the Children in Need spirit!
Students were surprised to be served by Pudsey’s little
helpers! Thank you to everyone who took part.

Maths Faculty News

Cheery Christmas Bees and Little Jelly Fish

Thursday is proving to be a busy evening for
staff in the Maths Faculty with around 90
students choosing to have an extra session at
the end of the day. Extra sessions are:
• A level drop in session
• Year 11 Level 2 Further Maths
• Y11 Foundation tier Masterclasses
• Y11 Higher tier Master classes
• Y11 Foundation tier drop in.

Chloe in Year 8 has been cheering up the staff in Jubilee building with her
bright and colourful little Christmas Bee's and Jelly Fish. These are
fabulous Chloe!

Students are finding these sessions useful for
getting into a good study routine, getting a
little extra help, and for revision as exams
approach.
Many thanks to Mr Bee & Mr Raz for coordinating these; and to all other maths staff
that give their time to help run the sessions
on a regular basis.

Foundation Derbyshire Grant
Thank you to the PTA, Mr Watson and Mrs
Harper (John Port Governors who work at
Rolls-Royce) for helping us to apply for a grant
for extra funding for Mental Health Services
in school. The application has been submitted
to Foundation Derbyshire’s Rolls Royce Fund
and we will find out whether our bid for
funding has been a success during the first
few months of 2022. Fingers crossed!

Olympiad and Cambridge Chemistry Challenge
Success!
Jacob G and Connie L both received certificates from the Cambridge
Chemistry Challenge. The challenge is notoriously difficult so well done
both of you!

The Snowman Tour
Evie D in Year 8 and Merry S in Year 7 were selected from students across
Derbyshire to take solo roles in The Snowman Tour 2021. They were
accompanied by live orchestra and performed to schools and families in
Derbyshire, singing the main song from The Snowman as well as the first
verse of Once in Royal David’s City. Evie performed in Buxton and Merry
performed in Derby. Congratulations to both girls!
https://www.derbyshiremusichub.org.uk/whats
-on/the-snowman/the-snowman-tour.aspx
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iMedia Young Photography Challenge Competition
In iMedia this term students have had the chance to enter the Young Photography
Challenge Competition. Students were asked to submit a photograph of their ‘peaceful
place’ along with a short title and explanation.
“Studies show that 60% of young people feel unable to cope with stress induced by
the pressure to succeed. Research also shows that the visualisation of a tranquil
place can help reduce stress, anxiety and fear. In honour of this and stress awareness week, we invite students aged 12-18
to enter our competition, The Young Photographer Challenge. InvestIN's Charity shall donate to Stem4, a youth mental
health charity for every entry received.” Here are a couple of the Year 11 entries:

By Ollie F

By Annalise A

MFL – Deutsch (German)
When studying a foreign language, it is important for students to learn about the culture as well and as such, students have
been discovering some typical German traditions.
Zuckertüten
On their very first day at Primary school, German school children receive a Zuckertüte full of sweets,
toys, stationery for school etc.
The aim is to make this special day ‘sweet’ i.e. they will want to return to school!
Die Wiedervereinigung von Deutschland
Did you know that it is 32 years since the fall of the Berlin Wall?
Students have learnt about the reasons that lead to the building of this infamous
structure and the consequences thereafter; if they haven’t already, they may be asking
for a trip to Berlin in the future, to see the remnants of the Berlin Wall and to visit key
points of interest such as Checkpoint Charlie…
The brothers Grimm
We have also discussed a well-known German fairy tale written by the Grimm brothers, as well as how German Christmas
traditions differ to the traditions we enjoy here in England.
In January we will discuss the German New Year’s Eve tradition of Bleigießen – perhaps you could google this tradition and
try it out for yourselves? You could also watch ‘Dinner for One’; a British comedy sketch which the Germans ritually watch
at New Year! Frohe Weihnachten und ein glückliches neues Jahr from everyone in the German department.
(Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year)
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2963 and counting!
What a busy term in Food Technology! We sadly said goodbye to Mrs Monaghan who retired in July and Mrs Watson has
now taken the reins with Mrs Baker joining Mrs Doherty, Miss Brown and Mrs Blomley to complete the fantastic team.
With masses of energy and enthusiasm nearly 3,000 dishes have been carefully cooked and prepared in New Derwent since
the start of term - we want to say a big well done to the students for their fantastic engagement and an even bigger thank
you to the parents and guardians at home for their support (and sometimes last-minute drop-offs!).
This term we’ve really concentrated on photographing work and have been regularly posting photos on the student drive
and Google Classroom for parents to see. Weekly star chefs have their work posted on our twitter account – you can follow
us at JPSA_Foodtech or check out the academy Facebook page where these tasty and social media friendly snaps are often
reposted. A huge shout out to the PTA for providing 3 Samsung Galaxy tablets and cases so that the students can record
their work with ease.
GCSEs are fully in swing with the Year 10’s working flat out to catch up on
missed learning from Year 8 & 9 – spectacular cooking all round and you
wouldn’t know they’d missed time off school because of a pandemic.
Year 11 students are cooking for their GCSE grade in a 3-hour exam on
the first week back in January and we wish them the best of luck.
The Food Tech Department wish you a well-deserved happy and tasty
Christmas holidays and, on that note, we are grateful for any large tins or
tubs freshly emptied over the Christmas period to be donated to Food
Tech on our return in January!

Young Hero Make a Difference Award
BBC Radio Derby
Huge congratulations to Ellie A in Year 10 who has won the
Young Hero Award for raising awareness about what it’s like
living with a stammer.
She was nominated by her best friend last year and has done
several interviews on BBC Radio Derby before being
shortlisted for the award. She did not find out that she had
won until the award ceremony on 12th December.
Ellie says that living with a stammer is far from easy and
there are times that she really struggles and is exhausted by
it. We are very proud of you Ellie – well done!

MFL – Spanish
During the first term of 2021/22
we have done lots of fun Spanish
KS3 work.
Year 7 students have settled in well
at John Port and made lots of
progress in their language studies.
KS3 students have studied a
different cultural lesson every
month; la vuelta al cole, día de los
muertos, día de hispanidad and
navidad 🎄🎅🏻

Please see some examples
of our work here.

Miss Clements
Head of Spanish
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Information from Derbyshire Constabulary about e-scooters
Avoid getting confused about the use of e-scooters by staying legal and staying safe.
Our officers are engaging with communities to ensure people don’t misuse them.
These questions and answers should help:
I’ve just bought an e-scooter. Can I use it during the Derby E-Scooter Trial?
No. All e-scooters are classed as ‘motor vehicles’ under the Road Traffic Act regardless of whether or not they are part of
the trial. All E-scooter riders are subject to traffic legislation, drink and drug drive laws etc. The crucial difference is that the
Government exempted certain legal restrictions to allow the use of hired e-scooters on roads. These e-scooters are provided
solely as part of the trial and can only be obtained via the operator for Derby City, a company called WIND. Only e-scooters
provided as part of the trial can be used on roads on a par with pedal cycles. They should stand out as they are painted
yellow. E-scooters used in the trial are programmed with both ‘no go’ and ‘go slow’ functionality to help safeguard proper
use
Privately owned e-scooters can only be used on private land where there is no public access and permission has been
granted by the land owner to do so. The law is clear in that retailers can sell e-scooters but they cannot be sold for use on
the roads, only on private land.
What happens if I use my own e-scooter on the roads anyway?
Simple – the rider risks police action for no driving licence, insurance (£300 fine and 6 penalty points), vehicle not
registered/no registration number, construction and use offences to name a few……. so please don’t risk breaking the law
and getting points and a fine.
What about e-scooters being used for food deliveries around the City. Is this allowed?
No. The same legal restrictions for private e- scooter use apply. The riders risk committing offences simply by using private
scooters on roads.
What about buying my child an e-scooter so they can travel to and from school?
Don’t. Not only is there the road safety risk, doing so could mean the rider is stopped by police and unknowingly commits
offences and risks penalty points either on their current licence if they have one or future licence when they obtain one.
The only way a privately e-scooter can be used is on private land and then no driving documents are required. Many escooters have a maximum speed of 15.5 mph or more in some cases which can put other road users at risk particularly
pedestrians.
How will Derbyshire Constabulary deal with e-scooter riders?
Police officers will be engaging in improving awareness but e-scooter riders who knowing or persistently break the law will
be dealt with appropriately.
Where do I find out more information?
The Derby City Council website or the Gov.uk website. Know the law before purchasing or using one.

Food Club
Star bakers abounding in New Derwent
this term as Cooking Club has opened its
doors to 26 young chefs. We are
continuing after Christmas with Master
Chef, Cook like a Champion and Food
Scientists and it’s been wonderful to see
so many young people working with
food. Well done to all our young chefs –
follow us on twitter to see the weekly
tasty creations. JPSA_Foodtech
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JOHN PORT SPENCER
ACADEMY

SCIENCE SUPERSTARS
Throughout our first term at John Port Spencer we have seen students go from strength to strength, overcoming not only a
difficult time with current events but also taking the time and effort to make sure they are achieving the very best grade
they can. The Science Department have recognised the students that have gone above and beyond, showing true promise
and every day acts of excellence – making us proud to be their teachers.
The students received a Science Superstar Certificate, showing who they’d been nominated by and why. We are very proud
of our students and we are delighted to recognise them in our school Newsletter below:

YEAR 7
Freddie I
Isabella H
Logan W
Megan B
Merry S
Olivia M

Reuben N
Riley E
Daisy T
Emi A
Gabriel T
George W

Jenson S
Kieran J
Tilly W
Tyler M
Hollie J
Isla D

Josh B
Manisha N
Sophie B
Summer W
Zak T

Isabelle H
Leo J
Matthew P
Emily S
Emily W

Tyler T
Sophie D
Willow G
Tom B

Solomon P
Louis T
Molly S

Sean R

Tyler-James L
Bailey T
Emily W
Navraj U

Oliver P

Makena R
Mattie H
Megan M
Wiktoria K
Alex H
Fran T
Harshveer S

Isobel H
Jake S
Paris W
Reggie R
Sakino S
William S

YEAR 8
Ava B
Emily-Rose G
Evie P
Harleen M
Jessica P

Leo J
Noah M
Aleena N
Bethany A
Emma D

YEAR 9
Heidi W
Jack W
Sahha H

Thomas S
Alfie R-H
Martin I

YEAR 10
Alex B
Emily C
Evelyn B
Isobel A

Kye E
Alex P
Florence S
Grace H

YEAR 11
Cassie B
Finley R
Jacob H
Katie B
Luca F
Matthew R
Paige B

Phoebe A
Shammar R
Alex H
Conor L
Esther S
Grace M
Lewis R

YEAR 12 & 13
Jude S

Sanjna V

Evie A

Jyothika O

Katie S

Abigail T

There were other fabulous students who received a certificate but have not been included for Data Protection purposes.
Well done to you all!
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Save the Children
On Thursday 16th December 2021, students
had the option to wear a seasonal jumper and
raise money for Save the Children. We raised
a total of £400.00 – thank you everyone.

Christmas Concert
As you may know, we had to cancel our live Christmas Concert. Instead,
we recorded the concert on Tuesday 14th December. You can order a
copy of the Concert DVD via ParentMail. Collection is available from Mr
Owen. Any orders from the last few days will be available in January.

Musical Christmas in the Community
The John Port Spencer Academy Senior Wind Band has
been entertaining the community with Christmas
carols at various outdoor events during December. The
parish council donated £100 towards the Music
Department and any money from the collection bucket
will be split between Children’s First Derby and the
JPSA Senior Wind Band.

Etwall Christmas Tree Festival at St
Helen’s Church
18th December 2021 – 3rd January 2022
John Port Spencer Academy has two trees at the festival in
Etwall village this year.
Along with Mrs Udall, the Year 7 students worked on the idea
of decoration to decorate the lower school tree. They used
acrylic paint within a limited colour scheme on pre-bought
traditional shapes and then embellished them with printing
techniques such as stencilling and poly prints. Finally, they
added further details using metallic pens.
The Sixth Form Tree is a ‘Christmas Tree of Kindness’ which is
themed around the focus of this year’s anti-bullying week: One
Kind Word. Please visit and read some of the lovely positive
messages written on every one of the hand-decorated plaques
hanging from the tree.

Governance at John Port Spencer
Academy
Update from English
In English, students in Year 7 and 8 have
started using Accelerated Reader to
support their reading practice and
comprehension.
Well done to all those who have been reading and
quizzing regularly. Remember to keep quizzing through
the holidays!
We also ran the Scholastic
Book Fair which was very well
supported and now means we
have over £1000 to spend on
new books for the library.
Thank you to everyone for
your support.

As a member school within a multi-academy trust, the
responsibility for governance of John Port Spencer Academy is
ultimately held by the Board of Trustees appointed to the
Spencer Academies Trust. The local governing board (LGB) for
John Port Spencer Academy is responsible for scrutiny of
decisions made in school, driving improvement, consideration
of exclusions and for local oversight of the processes and
policies which allows the school to work effectively and
appropriately.
For further details about the Spencer Academies Trust
Governance Structure please see our website:
http://www.johnportspencer.com/local-governing-board/
The John Port Spencer Academy local governing board can be
contacted by emailing:
clerktogovernors@johnportspencer.com.
If you wish to contact the governors about a complaint,
please make sure you read and follow the Spencer Academies
Complaints Policy: http://satrust.com/policies/
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Term Dates and INSET Days
Remaining 2021/22 Dates
Term 3

10th January 2022

- 18th February 2022*

Term 4

28th February 2022

- 8th April 2022

Term 5

25th April 2022

- 27th May 2022

Term 6

6th June 2022

- 21st July 2022*

INSET Days*
18th February 2022
20th July 2022
21st July 2022

Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
2nd May 2022

2022/23 Dates
Term 1

1st September 2022*

- 21st October 2022*

Term 2

31st October 2022

- 22nd December 2022

Term 3

9th January 2023

- 17th February 2023

Term 4

27th February 2023*

- 31st March 2023

Term 5

17th April 2023

- 26th May 2023

Term 6

5th June 2023

- 21st July 2023*

INSET Days*
1st September 2022
21st October 2022
27th February 2023
20th July 2023
21st July 2023

Bank Holidays outside of school holidays
1st May 2023
Staggered Start - September 2022
2nd September 2022 – Years 7 and 12 only
5th September 2022 - All year groups return to school

Parent Consultation Appointments 2022/23
Parent/Teacher consultation appointments will continue to be virtual (Video) on SchoolCloud for the foreseeable future.
Teachers will set times during the consultation period for when they are available during the day and evening(s) so this will
give a choice of different options for parents.
Appointments will be for 5 minutes each and the system will automatically end the appointment after that time. Further
details will be sent via ParentMail before the system opens for appointment booking for your child’s year group.

Remaining Parent/Teacher consultation sessions are listed below
From 24/01/2022

Year 9 Parent Consultation

Until 28/01/2022

From 14/03/2022

Year 10 Parent Consultation

Until 18/03/2022

From 28/03/2022

Year 12 Parent Consultation

Until 01/04/2022

From 04/04/2022

Year 8 Parent Consultation

Until 08/04/2022

From 09/05/2022

Year 7 Parent Consultation

Until 13/05/2022
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John Port Spencer Academy
Safeguarding, Year Team and Subject Contact Details 2021/22

Safeguarding Team – in the first instance email safeguarding@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr L Shepherd
LS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Golaub
CGo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Lead for Prevent
Mr N Collier
NCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Leads for Looked After Children
Mr S Thompson
STHo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer – Year 7 Link
Mrs A Brown
ABRo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Safeguarding Officer - Lead for Mental Health Mr W Perry
WP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Family Support Worker
Mrs V Davies
VDa@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Designated Link Governor for Safeguarding
Mrs E Twigg
clerktogovernors@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Pastoral Leadership
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Year 12/13

SEND
SENCO

Head of Year
Miss D Woodward
DWO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr N Collier
NCO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss K Potter
KPO@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr L Bray
LBy@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs L Orr
LOR@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs R Lowndes
RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Miss A Stocks / Mr S Thompson

Pastoral Manager
Miss A Beresford
ABE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Coope
CCP@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Gaynor
CGA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mrs T Dare
TDA@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Miss H Perry
HPE@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Mr C Fisher
CFi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

SEND@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Heads of Faculty
Maths
English
Science
Expressive Arts
Technology

Miss A Smith
Mrs C Smitton
Mrs C Cox
Mr A Mitchell
Mr B Croft

ALS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CAS@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
CCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
AM@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
BC@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Careers
Head of Careers
Careers Co-Ordinator

Mrs R Lowndes
Mrs S Coulson

RJL@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
SCo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

UKMT
Senior Maths Challenge
Answer to the question
on page 4
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If you would like to request a printed copy of this newsletter please email us
and we will arrange this for you.

John Port Spencer Academy
Main Street, Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Tel: 01283 291018
admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

