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Dear Parent/Carer,
A big thank you to all parents that took the time to complete the Parent Safeguarding survey that was sent out a couple of weeks ago to
all parents. The data from the survey will be used alongside the data from the student and staff safeguarding surveys to ensure we continue
to allow students to feel safe and supported in all areas around the academy.

Safeguarding Team – The safeguarding team has changed slightly from the end of the last academic year. We introduced Mrs
Brown in the last safeguarding newsletter and she has now officially started her role in safeguarding this half-term as the Year 7 link for
the team. I am also pleased to now introduce Mr Fisher, who is the new Pastoral manager for Year 12/13 and joins the safeguarding
team as the sixth form link for safeguarding. Whilst all of the safeguarding team are in place to support all students throughout the
academy, most have key areas that they specialise in, or spend more time supporting (as can be seen above).

Safeguarding presentations for students – At the beginning of the academic year all students received a safeguarding
presentation and quiz to ensure they all felt confident in who the safeguarding team are, and how the academy tries to ensure
safeguarding permeates every part of the academy environment. This was followed by a safeguarding assembly that started off as a face
to face assembly from Mr Shepherd, but changed to a virtual assembly half way through the fortnightly rota when positive cases in the
academy unfortunately started to rise. In these presentations students were made aware of all of the safeguarding information that is up
around the academy, including a student laminated document up in every classroom. Students have also had the opportunity to
complete a safeguarding survey to influence future decisions and work throughout the academy.
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World Mental health Day – Whilst World Mental Health Day was on Sunday 10th October, every form tutor showed a mental
health presentation to the students in their form during the week commencing 11th October. The presentation was around the theme
’Mental Health in an Unequal World’. The theme was chosen because inequalities can impact anyone’s Mental Health. (e.g. race,
wealth/poverty, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, human rights and many others). Access to Mental Health services
is also unequal across countries and the world. The presentation went on to let all students know what support is available in school and
how students can also help themselves. All students were reminded that we have an emotional wellbeing e-mail helpline in addition to
just speaking to their year leader or a member of the safeguarding team, which is emotionalwellbeing@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Young carers – One of the safeguarding areas that we discuss and talk about each year are young carers, and the academy
identifies students who are young carers and is committed to working with Derbyshire Young Carers and offer support where it may be
needed. If you know your child falls under the category of a young carer please ensure you let their Head of Year, or a member of the
safeguarding team know so we can offer support if required. We have included some information for parents at the back of this
newsletter.

Finding missing teenager – Whilst this happened right at the beginning of term I just wanted to acknowledge what amazing
young people we have for students in our academy. On Friday 10th September a group of students, of which most attend John Port, were
socialising in their local park in Hilton and offered to support the police to look for a missing teenager. The police said that ‘thanks to the
information provided by the group they were able to track down the missing teenager, who was found safe and well nearby’. As a
safeguarding team and school, we are proud of the care and compassion that young people show in their communities as well as in the
academy.

Peer on Peer abuse – I am sure that many of you will all be aware that Ofsted recently conducted a review into sexual
misconduct in schools and the action from this is that they want all schools to monitor this much more closely.
Whilst our academy has categorised sexual harassment and sexual violence since this was highlighted in more depth back in the
document ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019’, we are now categorising sexual misconduct in even more depth to ensure we are
safeguarding all of our students from any potential misconduct. All staff have received further training in this area and students have
also been spoken to through the safeguarding presentation during form time and through the safeguarding assemblies. Whilst there are
8 areas we categorise the main areas that students need to be very aware of where there is a zero-tolerance policy on are:
Unwanted sexual comments / Spreading rumours about sexual activity / Sending sexual images / Images taken without consent /
Unwanted touching.

Online Safety – Online safety continues to be an area that we need to work closely together on to ensure our young people
remain safe whilst using their different electronic devices. In this newsletter there are various supports sheets for parents/carers to
become more informed and ensure your children remain safe and make good informed choices online.

BACK TO SCHOOL - National Online Safety have compiled a list of their top tips to ensure that whether you’re going online to chat,
research things or just have fun, you can do it safely.

HOW TO SET UP PARENTAL CONTROLS FOR IPHONE AND ANDROID APPS - Most smartphones allow parents/carers to
choose which apps and features appear on their child’s device and which ones don’t – also preventing young people from buying and
downloading anything that’s unsuitable for their age. The #WakeUpWednesday guides to parental controls for managing apps on
iPhones and Android will help you to reduce the chance of your child using a game or app that might not be appropriate for their age.
A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE ON SOCIAL MEDIA SCAMS - On any social media platform, you’ll often come across links to
genuine-looking websites. They might include an exclusive offer for one of your favourite shops or invite you to complete a quiz in return
for a particular reward. In some cases, clicking on these links takes you to a fake website where you are asked to provide your personal
details. The whole enterprise is a ploy to capture sensitive details, such as your email address and password, which the scammers then
exploit at your expense.
A PARENT’S GUIDE TO THE NEW TV SERIES SQUID GAME - It has been noticed that children have started to talk about Squid
Game which has appeared on Netflix, this tv series includes extreme violence and sex. We felt it is important to highlight the nature of
this tv series and inside of this newsletter you can find out what it is about and there are some suggestions on discussion points you can
have with your child if they end up watching it.

John Port Spencer Academy Safeguarding Team
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