
OCR A-level Sociology; https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170212-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-sociology.pdf  
     CURRICULUM MAP 

  
 
 
 

 Term 1 
 

Term 2 
 

Term 3 
 

Term 4 
 

Term 5 
 

Term 6 
 

Year 12 
 
Teacher 1 
(3 hours) 

Introduction to sociological 
theories 

 
Consensus theories, 
Functionalism, The New 
Right, Conflict theories –  
Marxism, Weberian theory, 
Social action theories – 
Interactionism, Feminist 
theory, Postmodern theory.  
Research Methods; Intro 
theory and methods, 
Positivism, Objectivity, 
Interpretivism, Meanings and 
experiences. 
 

Youth Subcultures 
 

Defining Youth, formation of 
Youth subcultures, 
Spectacular youth 
subcultures. 
 

Youth Subcultures 
 

Functionalist views, Marxist 
views, Feminist views, 
Postmodern views. 
Subcultures and Social 
Class, Subcultures and 
gender, Subcultures, ethnicity 
and hybridity. 
 
 

Youth Subcultures cont. 
 

Deviant subcultures, patterns 
and trends in youth deviancy,  
Functionalist views on youth 
deviancy, New Right 
explanations, Marxist 
explanations, Interactionist 
explanations.  
 

Youth Subcultures cont. 
 

Culture and Identity- based 
explanations, Media and 
youth deviance. 
 

Research Methods and 
researching social 
inequalities cont. 

 
Intro theory and methods, 
Positivism, Objectivity, 
Interpretivism, Meanings and 
experiences, Verstehen and 
empathy, Rapport, 
subjectivity, Reflexivity, Third 
way? 
Stages of research, Factors 
influencing topic choice, 
choices of methods, Practical 
factors. 
Aims, hypothesis and 
research questions, 
Operationalisation. The 
sampling process, detecting 
bias. Which methods are 
used in research?  

 Research Methods and 
researching social 
inequalities cont. 

 
Social surveys, 
questionnaires, Interviews, 
Secondary data, official and 
unofficial stats, Media 
products. 
Ethnography and different 
interviews, Observation, 
mixed methods 
Case studies research 
methods practise.  
Practise applying research 
methods to past paper 
questions.  
 

Year 12  
 
Teacher 2 
(2 hours) 

Socialisation, Culture and 
identity 

 
What is culture? 
What is socialisation? 
Culture, Norms, values,  
Cultural diversity, hybridity, 
Subcultures, global culture, 
High culture  
Nature/nurture, 6 agents 
socialisation, Primary and 
secondary socialisation 
Social control, formal and 
informal. 

Socialisation, Culture and 
identity 

 
What is identity? 
Identity, Hybrid identity,  
Ethnicity and identity, 
Resistance to hybridity, 
Changing ethnic identity,  
National identity, changing 
national identity, 
Gender and identity, gender 
and social construction,  
Social class and identity, 
Changing social class identity 
Sexuality and identity 
Age and identity, 
Disability and identity. 
 

Understanding social 
inequalities: Gender 

 
Patterns and trends in gender 
inequality, gender and 
employment, poverty, social 
mobility. 
Theories on gender inequality 
Feminism, its different 
branches and gender 
inequality, Intersectionality, 
Preference theory, 
Functionalism, New Right, 
Marxist theory, Weberian 
theory. 

 

Understanding social 
inequalities: Ethnicity 

 
Ethnic inequalities in work, 
employment,  
Ethnic inequalities in wealth, 
In poverty, social mobility. 
 
Theories of ethnic inequality, 
Functionalism, Marxism, 
Weberian theory, 
Black feminism, 
New Right. 
  
 
 
 

Understanding social 
inequalities: Age 

 
Age and life chances, 
Patterns and trends of age 
inequality and difference,  
Age inequality, work and  
Employment, income, 
poverty, social mobility, age 
inequality and disparity of 
experience, age and gender, 
Age and cultures around the 
world, digital generational 
gap. 
  

Understanding social 
inequalities: Class  

 
Theories on age inequalities, 
Consensus theories, 
Functionalism, Conflict 
theories, Marxism, Feminism, 
Social action theories, 
Weberian theory, Activity 
theory, Exchange theory, 
Interactionist theory, 
Postmodern theory. 
 
What is social class? 
Occupation and class, 
subjective and objective 
class.   
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 Term 1 
 

Term 2 
 

Term 3 
 

Term 4 
 

Term 5 
 

Term 6 
 

Year 13 
 
Teacher 1 
(3 hours) 

Understanding Social 
Class and inequalities 

(cont.) 
 

Social class life chances, 
Class and income, class and 
wealth, class and work, class 
and poverty, class and social 
mobility, social class and 
other areas of social life. 
 
Social Class and theory inc-  
Functionalism, New Right, 
Marxism, Weberian theory, 
Feminism and 
Postmodernism 
 

Crime and deviance 
Defining: Measuring crime 
and Patterns and Trends in 

Crime 
 
Defining crime and deviance, 
Measuring crime, police 
statistics, dark figure of crime, 
Victim surveys, self- report 
studies, ethics on crime stats. 
 
Patterns and trends in crime 
offending and victimisation, 
Social class trends, gender 
trends, age trends, ethnicity 
trends.  
Crimes of the powerful: White 
collar crime, corporate crime. 
Explaining the relationship 
between gender and crime. 
Explaining the relationship 
between ethnicity and crime, 
How racism can create 
resistance and criminality. 
 

Crime and deviance: 
Patterns of crime in the 

Global context  
 

Global organised crime, 
Green crime. 
 

What is the relationship 
between Globalisation and 

digital forms of 
communication 

 
What is globalisation? 
Why is there interest in 
globalisation, problems 
defining globalisation,  
Development in digital forms 
of communication, the digital 
revolution, the global village,  
Virtual communities, 
Social networks, media 
convergence, big data, social 
media and globalisation. 
 

Globalisation and the 
digital world. 

 
Applying sociological theories 
To digital forms of 
communication: 
The Marxist perspective, 
The feminist view, 
Postmodernism and global 
communication. 

 
 

Revision of Socialisation, 
Culture and Identity  

 
 
Revision of Socialisation, 
culture and identity. 
 
.   

 

Revision of Researching 
Inequalities 

 
 
Revision of Inequalities 
Gender, ethnicity and age.   

 

Year 13 
 
Teacher 2 
(2 hours) 

 Crime and Deviance: How 
can crimes be explained?  

 
 

How can crime and deviance 
be explained? 
Functionalist views, 
Subcultural theories, cultural 
criminology, Interactionist 
views, Marxist views, Neo -
Marxist views, Feminist 
views. 

Crime and deviance: How 
can crime be reduced? 

 
 
Right -wing views, left wing 
views, 
Realist Criminology, right 
realism and left realism.  
 
How can crime and deviance 
be reduced?  
Left wing policies on crime 
reduction, Right wing policies 
on crime reduction. 

Globalisation and the 
digital social world 

 
What is the impact of 
communication in the global 
context, Age and digital 
communication, older users 
of digital communication,  
Social class and digital 
communication, gender and 
digital communication, 
Location and digital 
communication. 

Globalisation and the 
digital social world cont. 

 
How has digital 
communication affected 
people’s relationships? What 
kind of relationships are 
created through digital forms 
of communication? Conflict 
and change, Social 
movements and new social 
movements, what evidence is 
there that new social media 
leads to cultural 
homogeneity?  

Revision of Youth 
Subcultures and Youth 

Deviance 
 

Revision of subcultural key 
terms, studies and patterns 
and trends in youth deviancy. 
Past paper exam practise of  
Youth and subcultures. 
Past paper exam practise of 
youth subcultures and theory.  

Revision of Research 
Methods and Inequalities 

 
Revision of the theories of 
research methods, factors 
influencing research choice,  
Research methods, ethics, 
aims, hypothesis, research 
questions, sampling, 
detecting bias, mixed 
methods and practise 
question for the exam on 
case studies.  

 


